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1985 TREASURER'S REPORT 



This 

year 

Cash 

To/From 

other 

years 

Invest¬ 

ments 

Current 

Account 

Total 

Assets 

Balance 1 January 1985 

1,131.51 

677.28 

5,855.56 


6,309.79 


Accounts Payable paid (379.28) (379.28) 

Prepaid items used beliow (298.00) (298.00) 


RECEIPTS 


Member¬ 

182 Active 

1,274.00 




ships 

57 Family active 

570.00 





19 Sustaining 

285.00 





5 Family Sustain. 

100.00 





15 Student 

45.00 





4 Life 

400.00 



2,674.00 

Subscrip¬ 

40 Domestic agency 

293.00 




tions 

6 Domestic direct 

45.00 





4 Foreign agency 

37.50 



r'' 50 

Miscel¬ 

Single copies Review 

37. 75 




laneous 

Back issues Review 

488.25 





Checklist 

97.96 





Arm Patches 

70.25 





Field cards 

21.53 





Miscellaneous 

26.58 





Spring meeting (net) 

387.00 





Fall meeting (net) 

118.65 





Interest 

82.82 


345.47 

1,676.26 


Total Receipts 

4,380.29 


345.47 

4,725.76 


EXPEMSES 





Publica-■ 

Review printing 

1,054.78 

357.08 



tions 

Newsletters 

302.72 





Postage 

360.00 



2,074.58 

Officer's 

Editor 

148.18 




expenses Treasurer 

70.74 



218.92 

Miscel¬ 

Bird Atlas Project 

131.30 




laneous 

Incorp. Fee 

20.00 





Print field cards 

70.77 





Make arm patches 

206.75 



428.82 


Total expenses 

2,365.24 

357.08 


2,722.32 


Memorials and gifts 
Prepaid memberships 
To investments 


163.00 

672.00 672.00 

(2,400.00) 2,400.00 


163.00 


Balance 31 December 1985 904.28 1,029.08 8,601.03 


8,476.23 


1986 ANNUAL MEETING, NORTH PLATTE, 17-18 MAY 
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1985 CHRISTMAS COUNT 

This Christmas Count includes 101 species, two more than last year, 
and three species (compared to two last year) were recorded as present during 
the count period but not recorded on the count day on any count. Two additonal 
localities (Beaver Valley - northwest Boone Co. - and Norfolk) brought the 
total reporting areas to ten. Fourteen species, compared to eighteen last 
year, were reported from all localities this year. The total individual count 
this year was 124,642, compared to 345,092 last year and 43,652 in 1983. 

The Red-winged Blackbird count for Omaha last year was 255,806, this year 
it was 32. The columns are arranged in an approximate west (left) to east 
(right) order, with the northernmost of those with about equal longitude given 
first. The symbol H is used to indicate a species which was present during 
the count week, but not recorded on the count day. Figures which were 
underlined on the reports, or which were marked "high" are underlined in 
the table, and those that were marked "low" are overlined. Sightings reported 
as "species" are not included in the species count if any of that group were 
reported . 

Beaver Valley, center NW corner of sec. 5, T21N, R7W. , 1.5 mi. S. 

and 4 mi. W. of Petersburg, including Petersburg, Raeville, Loretto, and 
Akron (all in northwestern Boone Co.); elevation 1850 to 2150 ft.; habitat 
coverage: farmland 52%, native grassland 40%, bushy swamp 4%, deciduous 

woods 2%, coniferous woods 1%, shelterbelts 1%. Dec. 27; 7:45 AM to 5:15 
PM. AM mostly clear, intermittent moderate snow; PM mostly clear. Temp. 
24° to 19° F. Wind NW, 25-40 mph. Snow cover 0 to 4 in. Fresh water partly 
open. Wild food crop good. Four observers in 1 party. Total party hours 

9.5 (5.5 on foot, 4 by car), total party miles 47 (6 on foot, 41 by car).Robert 

Freiberg, Gary Lingle, Wayne Mollhoff (compiler), Duane Wolff. 

DeSoto NWR, center refuge headquarters building, west to Blair and 
east to Missouri Valley, Iowa, including all of the refuge, Wilson Island, and 

Fort Calhoun; elevation 992 to 1375 ft.; habitat coverage: cultivated fields 

40%, woodlands and open brush 40%, water 5%, urban and residential 15%; 
Jan. 4; 7 AM to 5 PM. mostly clear all day. Temp. 20° to 32° F. Wind NW 

25-30 mph. Snow cover 0. Fresh water mostly frozen. Wild food crop good. 

Twenty-six observers in 6 parties. Total party-hours 46.75 (10.5 on foot, 

36.25 by car), plus .25 owling; total party-miles 411.5 (14.5 on foot, 397 

by car), plus 3 miles owling. Betty Allen, Jack Brownrigg, Ron Ciser, George 
Gage, James Glathar, Ruth Green, Elizabeth Grenon, Greg Hepner, Jim & 
Sandy Kovanda, Pat Miller, Harold Morrow, William Otto, Babs & Loren Padelford, 
Neal Ratzlaff, B. J. & Sharon Rose, Ross Silcock, Bob & David Starr, Eric 
Volden, John & Marlene Weber, lone Werthman, Barbara Wilson. 

Grand Island, center NW 5 , NW i. Sec. 1, TION, RlOW, to include all 
of Grand Island, Cornhusker State WMA, south half of Hall Co. Airport, 
and Crystal Lake; elevation 1840 to 1945 ft.; habitat coverage: woodland 
50%, freshwater 30%, residential 10%, open field/cropland 10%. Dec. 21; 7:45 
AM to 6 PM. AM mostly clear, fog; PM clear. Temp. 23° to 44° F. Wind 
SW 5 mph. Snow cover 0 to 2 in. Fresh water mostly frozen. Wild food crop 
good. Twelve observers in 6 parties, total party-hours 29.5 (10.5 on foot, 
19 by car), total party-miles 253 (12 on foot, 241 by car). Vera Coons, Walt 
Ford, Gary (compiler) & Kari Lingle, Roxanne Lowery, Jim Meyer, Gene & 
June Miller, Bill Schleicher, Helen Simmons, and Brad & Margaret Woodruff. 

Kearney, center bridge over the Platte River south of Kearney, including 
Kearney Cemetery, Harmon Park, Cottonmill Lake Park, Odessa bridge. Fort 
Kearney Historical Park and Recreational Area, Fawn Lake area and connecting 
roads; elevation around 2150 ft.; habitat covei'age: parks and cemetery 30%, 
river bottomlands 30%, roadsides 30%, feeding stations 10%. Dec. 28; 8 AM 
to 12:30 PM., 1:30 PM to 5 PM. Wind southerly, switching to northerly in 
the morning; 10 to 20 mph. Ground patchy with snow. River partly frozen. 
Nineteen observers, 14 in 1 party, and 5 at feeders; total party-miles 58.5 
(1.5 on foot, 57 by car). Lana Bishop, John & Margaret Bliese, George, Laurie, 
& Marion Brown, Alice (compiler) & Jennifer Heckman, Justin Heckman, Jennifer 
Henrickson, Chad Johnson, Courtney Mathieson, Marita Mathieson, Richard Mathie- 
son, Norma Radford, Marguerita Richardson, Alice Rumery, Ken & Marie Strom. 

Lincoln, center South Coddington and West A Street, to includePioneers 
Park, about 8 miles of Wilderness Park, Lagoon Park, Yankee Lake and Conestoga 
Lake areas, eastern half of Pawnee Lake, and Wyuka Cemetery; elevation 1000 

- Text continued on page 6 
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S.B. 

N.P. 

Kear . 

G.I. 

B.V. 

Nor f. 

Line . 

DSNWR 

Omaha 

Tri-S 

D-c. Cormorant 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Grt. Blue Heron 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tundra Swan 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

Gr. W-f, Goose 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Snow Goose 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

66 

- 

- 

Canada Goose 

333 

7,248 

25,000 

4,868 

- 

- 

- 

434 

17 

- 

Wood Duck 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Green-wing. Teal 

- 

- 

- 

- 

H 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Am. Black Duck 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Mallard 

6,075 

5 

- 

2,660 


250 

152 

25,321 

12 

33 

Northern Pintail 

12 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Gadwall 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

American Wigeon 

50 

- 

- 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lesser Scaup 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Common Goldeneye 

1 

52 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

37 

20 

- 

Bufflehead 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Common Merganser 

5 

102 

- 

H 

- 

- 

- 

5 

20 

- 

Bald Eagle 

16 

12 

1 

4 

5 

2 

- 

56 

18 

6 

Adult 

5 

8 

- 

3 

3 

2 

- 

39 

16 

- 

Immature 

11 

4 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

17 

2 

- 

Undesig. 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Northern Harrier 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Sharp-shin. Hawk 

- 

- 

- 

- 

H 

- 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Cooper's Hawk 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Northern Goshawk 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Accipiter sp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Red-tailed Hawk 

1 

1 

6 

11 

6 

15 

43 

44 

64 

17 

Ferruginous Hawk 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Rough-leg. Hawk 

2 

2 

- 

18 

9 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

Buteo sp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Golden Eagle 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

American Kestrel 

15 

7 

3 

13 

3 

21 

17 

10 

36 

16 

Merlin 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Prairie Falcon 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Gray Partridge 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

R-n. Pheasant 

T 

- 

- 

12 

17 

59 

35 

56 

9 

4 

Gr. Pairie Ch. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sharp-t. Grouse 

- 

- 

- 

H 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Wild Turkey 

6 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

45 

No. Bobwhite 

- 

- 

- 

0 

- 

65 

4 

9 

- 

- 

Common Snipe 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Herring Gull 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Rock Dove 

30 

11 

29 

115 

13 

789 

146 

130 

14 3 

163 
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Mourning Dove 
E. Screech-Owl 
Great Horned Owl 
Barred Owl 
Long-eared Owl 
Short-eared Owl 
Owl sp. 

Belted Kingfish. 
Red-head. Woodp. 
Red-bell. Woodp. 
Yellow-b. Sap. 
Downy Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker 

Yellow-sh. 

Red-shaft. 

Undesig. 

Horned Lark 
Blue Jay 
Pinyon Jay 
Black-b. Magpie 
American Crow 
B-c. Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 
Red-b.Nuthatch 
W-b. Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 
Carolina Wren 
Winter Wren 
G-c. Kinglet 
Eastern Bluebird 
Town. Solitaire 
Hermit Thrush 
American Robin 
Brown Thrasher 
Cedar Waxwing 
Northern Shrike 
Loggerh. Shrike 
Europ. Starling 
N. Cardinal 
Rufous-s. Towhee 
Am. Tree Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 


H - - 

1 - 1 


1 


5 2 6 

1 - 1 

9 - 4 

9 - 4 

84 6 230 

17 5 15 

63 - 

18 1 2 

20 - 500 

27 6 18 

- - 7 

3 

2 - 6 

5 - 

29 89 3 

5 - 1 

567 168 420 

1 4 

2 

27 6 3 


G.I. B.V. 


5 10 

2 

1 

4 

2 

8 5 

6 1 

20 8 

8 

20 

29 7 

14 3 


Nor f. 

Line. 

DSNWR 

Omaha 

Tri-S 

- 

61 

- 

5 

7 

- 

14 

3 

8 

4 

7 

12 

1 

5 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

2 

1 

16 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

3 

6 

- 

- 

1 

- 

3 

2 

122 

12 

23 

12 

29 

64 

10 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

85 

53 

52 

125 

25 

24 

10 

6 

8 

1 

40 

31 

105 

143 

27 

- 

26 

102 

139 

- 

- 

4 

3 

4 

- 

40 

1 

- 

- 

27 

400 

48 

195 

105 

9 

79 

168 

86 

301 

94 


20 

551 17 

40 15 

1 3 

4 

3 1 


2 

1 


28 - 

188 214 79 

326 263 178 

19 1 

60 41 39 

6 15 3 

1 

8 10 1 

5 


132 

569 

43 

1 

127 

6 

1 


34 

21 


3 


33 2 

32 

1 

660 30 

16 2 

289 332 


15 46 

1 1 

104 37 

5 

H 

2,604 2,499 

33 108 

4 

2,316 362 


H 

511 1,307 

30 115 

_! 1 

1,133 3,374 

83 158 

1 

997 187 


271 

201 

779 

80 

48 


11 
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S.B. 

N.P. 

Rear. G 

l.I. 

B.V. 

Norf. Line. 

DSNWR 

Omaha 

Tri-S 

Song Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

14 

1 

9 


3 

Lincoln's Sp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Swamp Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

H 

- 

White-th. Sp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

White-cr. Sp. 

10 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

37 

- 

- 

11 

Harris' Sparrow 

- 

- 

14 

63 

1 

165 

68 

42 

15 

48 

Dark-eyed Junco 

52 

7 

20 

90 

32 

809 

266 

679 

483 

185 

Slate-col. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20 

- 

483 

- 

Oregon 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Undesig. 

52 

7 

20 

90 

32 

809 

246 

679 

- 

184 

Lapland Longsp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

300 

- 

- 

Snow Bunting 

- 

- 

- 

- 

H 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Red-w. Blackbird 

136 

13 

- 

- 

258 

10 

1 

241 

32 

17 

W. Meadowlark 

4 

- 

3 

50 

- 

12 

1 

- 

- 

7 

Meadowlark sp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

62 

2 

- 

49 

Yellow-h. Black. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Rusty Blackbird 

- 

- 

- 

1 

25 

- 

- 

44 

- 

15 

Brewer's Blackb. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Common Crackle 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4 

17 

1 

348 

- 

Brown-h. Cowbird 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

4 

29 

1 

1 

- 

blackbird sp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

87 

- 

3 

- 

29 

- 

Purple Finch 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13 

19 

9 

21 

9 

House Finch 

120 

44 

54 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Red Crossbill 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Common Redpoll 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

103 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Pine Siskin 

5 

6 

57 

38 

H 

63 

35 

13 

235 

117 

Am. Goldfinch 

42 

35 

24 

36 

10 

116 

230 

45 

134 

12 

Evening Grosbeak 

1 

- 

14 

6 

- 

- 

6 

- 

4 

- 

House Sparrow 

486 

60 

460 

540 

40 

4,901 3, 

282 

1,843 

2,285 

1,560 

Species reported 

41 

26 

35 

54 

43 

53 

53 

56 

49 

46 

Add. races 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

1 

1 

- 

Present not seen 

1 

- 

- 

2 

4 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

Total Individ. 

8,286 

7,891 

26,918 10, 

331 1 

,126 

13,799 8, 

511 32,955 

10,856 

3,969 

to 1300 ft.; habitat 

coverage: deciduous 

creek 

bottoms 

40% 

, ruraL farmland 

25%, coniferous 

woods 

15%, 

residential 

and 

cemeteries 10%, 

, lakes 5%, 

city landfill 

5%. Dec. 22; sunny. 

Temp. 

40° - 50° 

at mid-day 

. Wind 

NW 10-20 m 

iph. Ground 

50% snow covered. 

Still fresh water frozen. 

George & 

Irene 

Alexan 

ider, 

Ann Bleed, Naomi Bri 

ill, Jan Burch, 

Cind 

y & David Cochran 

, Larry Eineman, 


Rev. Alfred Ernst, William Garthright, Daryl (compiler) and Margaret Giblin, 
Ellen Harrington, James Hayward, Shanna Hayward, Jeanette & Robert Helter, 
Esther Hirsch, Karla & Paul Kaufman, Ann Kelley, Margaret Lawrence, Michael 
Manning, Robert Manning, Pete Maslowski, Rosalind Morris, Rose Pulec, Kenneth 
Reitan, Hazel Schreiber, Don Showen, Francis Taylor, Lyle Vannier, Angela 
& Don Williams. 

Norfolk, center intersection of US 275 (business route) and US 81, 13th 
St. and Norfolk Avenue.; elevation 1500 to 1600 ft.; habitat coverage: river 
bottom timber and shelterbelts 45%, farmsteads and farmlands 35%, residential 
15%, marshlands and springs 5%. Dec. 21; 7 AM to 6 PM, AM overcast, fog. 
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PM mostly clear. Temp. 22° to 41° F. Wind SW 3-10 mph. Snow cover 2 
to 4 in. Fresh water partly open. Wild food crop good. Twenty-eight observers, 
25 in 9 parties, 3 at feeders. Total party-hours 46 (26 on foot, 20 by car), 
plus 12 hours at feeders. Total party-miles 245 (26 on foot, 219 by car). 
Ed M. Brogie, Ellen & Mark Brogie, Marian Burleigh, Harlow Butcher,. Isolde 
& Roger G. Cutshall, Roger A. Cutshall, Ara Jane Dunlap, Robert Friedberg, 
Tom Gannon, Geraldine & Jerry Goodell, Layne Johnson, Don Kahler, Frances 
& Harvey Kirch, John & Willetta Lueshen, John Manning, Paul Pearson, David 
& Lois Stage, Delmer & Jan Littech, Phyllis F. Walker, Duane Wolff (compiler). 

North Platte, center Centennial and Philip streets; elevation around 2810 
ft.; Jan. 3; 8 AM to 5 PM, clear until 4:30 PM. Temp. 15° to 45° F. Wind 
3 mph until about 2 PM, increased to 10-15 mph. until 3:30 PM, increased 
to 25-30 mph. Fields covered with snow, road conditions good. Four observers 
full time: Eva Mae Kieborz, Margaret Morton,Esther Newhouse, Carol Somerhalder; 
Harold Cunningham part time. Wilma Wyman, compiler. 

Omaha, center Offutt Air Force Base Lake, to include Fontenelle Forest, 
Lake Manawa (Iowa) State Park, Plattsmouth Waterfowl Refuge, and portions 
of the Platte and Missouri rivers; elevation 985 to 1200 ft.; habitat coverage; 
woodlands 50%, cultivated fields 30%, meadows and grassy fields 8%, roadside 
ditches 5%, rivers and lakes 5%, residential, parks, and cemeteries 2%. Dec 
28; 5:30 AM to 5 PM, mostly clear all day. Temp. 12° to 37° F. Wind SE 
5-10 mph. Snow cover 0 to 2 in. Fresh water mostly frozen. Wild food crop 
good. Thirty-six observers, 34 in 11 parties, 2 at feeders. Total party-hours 
86.25 (42 on foot, 44.25 by car) plus 2.5 hours at feeders, 3 owling; total 
party-miles 581.7 (43.7 on foot, 538 by car) plus 10 miles owling.. Jeanne 
& Jon Bakehouse, Shelly Bonsall, Tanya Bray, Duane Bright, Ric Chamberlin, 
Kelly Clarke, Bennie Cohen, James Conway, James Ducey, Sue Gentes, James 
Glather, Ruth Green, Alan & Betty (compiler) Grenon, Gregg Hepner, Debbie 
Jensen, R. C. & Ray Korpi, James & Sandra Kovanda, Steve Matherly, Ralph 
Morocco, William Otto, Babs & Loren Padelford, Chris Rasmussen, Neal Ratzlaff, 
Harold & Marilyn Rock, Ross Silcock, Robert Starr, Jerry Toll, Barbara Wilson. 

Scottsbluff, center bridge over North Platte River at S. Broadway, to 
include Scottsbluff and Gering; elevation 3810 to 5030 ft.; Dec. 21; 7 AM 
to 4 PM, mostly clear all day. Temp. 25° to 42° F. Wind W. 0-16 mph. Snow 
cover 0 to 12 in. Fresh water partly open. Wild food crop poor. Eight observers, 

5 in 2 parties, 3 at feeders. Total party-hours 13 (1 on foot, 12 by car) 

plus 12 hours at feeders; total party-miles 171 (2.5 on foot, 168.5 by car). 

Joyce Brashear, Jamalee Clark, Mary Harvey, Helen Hughson, Alice (compiler) 

6 Lee Kenitz, Lynne Vacant!, Nora Mae Vance, (Wildcat Audubon Society). 

Tristate, center Mile 556 on the Missouri River, to include Nebraska 
City and the Missouri River bottoms and farmlands in Nebraska, Waubonsie 
State Park and Hamburg in Iowa, and extreme northwest Missouri down to 
the Nishnabotna River; elevation 900 to to 1270 ft.; habitat coverage: farmland 
50%, park, residential 25%, woodland 18%, streamside 5%, riverbank 2%. Dec, 
22; 6 AM to 5 PM, nice day, brief period of wind in PM. Wind NW 0-15 mph.. 
Snow cover 6-8 in.. Nine observers in 2 pai'ties. Total .party-hours 18 (3 
on foot, 15 by car) plus 4 hours at feeder, 1 owling; total party-miles 168 
(2 on foot, 166 by car). Marjorie Birkman, Tanya Bray, lone Getscher, Rebecca 
Johnson, Babs & Loren Padelford, Jacque & Ross (compiler) Silcock, Barbara 
Wilson. 

Bill Huser reported that on the Sioux City count, taken Dec. 21, there 
were the following Dakota Co. Nebraska sightings, presumably at Snyder's 
Bend Lake, the state line ( NBR 53:23): 2 Great Blue Herons, 1150 Mallards, 

Bald Eagle, Northern Shrike, Yellow-headed and Rusty Blackbirds, and these 
would qualify for "H": Northern Goshawk, Red-headed Woodpecker, Evening 

Grosbeak. 

1985 (TWENTY-EIGHTH) FALL OCCURRENCE REPORT 

Two hundred eighty-five species (plus the possibility that the Empidonax 
species was one not listed) from eleven "full-time" locations and eight "spot 
check" locations are listed in this report. Comparable figures for previous 
years are 278 from 12 locations in 1984, 262 from 10 locations in 1983, and 
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269 from 10 locations in 1982. 

The information is presented in a rough west (left) to east (right) order, 
with locations of about the same longitude listed with the northernmost first. 
Two dates indicate the first and last records for the period. 

The symbols used in the headings and in the report for the "spot check" 
columns are given below. The average reader can just take any symbol shown 
as indication that the species was I'ecorded in that area in the fall; those 
who want to know the date more definitely can i-efer to the symbols. Note 
that a specific symbol can have different meanings in the different columns. 

C Chase Co. a for observations by lola Pennington in September 
and October. 37 species. 

D Dawson Co. A for 28 July and B for 28 September observations 

by Ed and Mark Brogie and Ruth Green, who were attending Science Teachers' 
meetings at Camp Co-me-ca, 28 species. 

F Fillmore Co. X for observations made 22 July by Lee and Shirley 
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Morris, Joyce Votipka, Pat Sudrla, and some unnamed others at lagoons near 
Shickley. 26 species. Mr. Morris commented that a one-legged Golden-Plover 
seemed to be doing all right with just the one leg. 

G Grant (and Sheridan) counties. X for observations from the highway 
between Alliance and Hyannis 31 August and 1 September by Larry Einemann. 
10 species. 

R Fort Robinson State Park, Dawes Co.,and adjacent areas. X represents 
observations by Larry Einemann from 25 to 30 August. 59 species, 

Sd Seward Co. Observations 12 (a) and 23 (b) July, 22 (c) September 
and 4 (d) October by Tanya Bray and Babs and Loren Padelford. 88 species. 

Sn Sheridan Co. Observations made 4 July (A) and 6 July (B) by 
Babs and Loren Padelford. 44 species. They reported, from near Lakeside, 
3 Black-crowned Night-Heron nests and Avocets with 3 downy young. 

W DeSoto NWR, Washington Co. Observations 28 September (a), 

10 (b), 11 (c), 16 (bd), and 24 (e) November, are those from "Field Reports" 


o o cn +J 


00 o 
o o 


00 00 <o 

I rM ,-i 

cn o o o 


^ CM 

o o 






fC O O T3 


O ro CTi (N CM 


LD r- O CO 


0 2 0 2 


-P O 


cn o CO o 


CO O kO o 

CM 1—1 iH 

ft o -P o 

cn s O Z 

^ ^ O k£) 


CO (N 00 fN CO OJ 


CD O CD O 


O Q O O O O 


OP OP o o 


o o o o 


(D (d o u 

P 0) ED 
O Eh <C P 


M C D (0 



10 


Nebi'aska Bird Review 


in Iowa Bird Life (55:120 ff.) which are earlier or later than the Padelfords' 
records. The Tree Swallow count was 8,000. Although they mention the 

Eider sp. from 10 to 24 November they had no DeSoto date for Tundra Swan, 
but did say that "there were sightings across the entire northern half of the 
state (Iowa) including 14 counties" and "500 at Lock and Dam 9, Allamakee 
Co." Iowa's DeSoto observations are included becaue it would be difficult 
for these birds to be in Iowa and not also in Nebraska. The most easily accessed 
view points are on the inside (Nebraska) of the horseshoe. The other observations, 
3 (h), 4 (1), 6 (m), 9 (N), 13 (n), 14 (o), 20 (p), and 27 (q) November 
and 6 (r) December, are by Babs and Loren Padelford. Photographs of the 
Elders are being circulated to be sure of the species, probably King or Common. 
43 Species. 

The symbols used in the "full-time" colums are: 

Jl, Au, Sp, Ot, No, and Dm for the months. 

NR for species probably present but for which no records were made. 
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P to indicate a species which is present all of the year, although the same 
individuals may not be present during the whole year, and the numbers may 
vary greatly. 

(P) for probable permanent residents for which few or no records were 
made during the year. 

S - to indicate a species which arrived before 1 July and was reported 

on the Spring Occurrence Report. 

S - W to indicate much the same thing as P, but where the situation is 

not always the case. 

- W to indicate a species which remained after 31 December (but the lack 

of such an indication does not necessarily mean the species did not remain). 

X when the exact date in a month is not known. 

* to indicte that there are comments in the text. 

The full-time reporting locations, contributors (to the extent known), 
and special comments are: 
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Adams, Hastings, 86 species. Miss Bernice Welch, reporter, Vlasta Butler, 
Elsie Helzer. Esther Kennedy, Judy Kestner, Dorothy Marsh and Thelma Sole. 

Boone, Albion, 154 species, Wayne J. Mollhoff, reporter. This is his 

best fall report, in spite of very few tower-kills, which usually add to his 
list. 

Dakota, South Sioux City, 105 species. Bill Huser, reporter. 

Douglas (and Sarpy), Omaha and Bellevue, 198 species and the possibility 
that one of the Meadowlark sp. was an Eastern and the Empidonax species 
was one not listed. Tanya Bray, R. G. Cortelyou, Ruth C. Green, and 

Babs and Loren Padelford, reporters, Russ Benedict, Duane Bright, Mrs. Fred 
Buffett, Charles and Lucile Burnett, Julie Eiler, Barbara Hodgson, Jim and 
Sandy Kovanda, B. J. Rose, Alice Rushton, Phil Swanson, Gertrude Wood. 

Mrs. Green had a raft of more than 400 Pied-billed Grebes on Offutt Base 

Lake 21 September. A flock of over 30 Pelicans was soaring over the Platte 

near Venice 4 July, probably displaced by the range fires out west. On 21 
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November 23 Bald Eagles were in view at one time at Carter Lake. The Common 
Black-headed Gull is the subject of a separate article, Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 
were still at a feeder 22 September, and possibly later. The Summer Tanager 
dates are the only two reported. The last date was from the Phil Swanson 
yard in Papilhon. The bird was in winter plumage and was distinguished 
from a Scarlet Tanager by the three-syllable call, which it gave repeatedly, 
rather than the two-syllable call of the Scarlet Tanager (see National Geographic 
Guide). On 12 November there was an unconfirmed report of a House Finch 
at a feeder. 

Hall, see Howard. 

Howard (and Hall), St. Libory, 111 species. Bill Schleicher, reporter, 
Leroy Burkman, Clara MacCann, Wayne Mollhoff, Helen Seim, George Stoppkotte. 

Lancaster, Lincoln, 195 species, Tanya Bray, William C. Garthright, Karla 
and Paul Kaufman, Thomas E. Labedz, Larry Einemann, Mabel B. Ott, and 
Babs and Loren Padelford, reporters, Dave and Cindy Cochran, Bob and Jeanette 
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Helter, Ellen Harrington, Frances Taylor. A Brown Thrasher and a Rufous-sided 
Towhee were reported on the Christmas Count, 22 December. Tom Labedz 
reported both a Northern Waterthrush and a Waterthrush sp. on 22 September. 

Lincoln, North Platte, 67 species, Mrs. A. B. Gundlicks, reporter. 

McPherson, Tryon, 63 species, Mrs. Oona Bassett, reporter. She winters 
in Arizona, so winter birds are not represented on the report. 

Pierce, primarily Willow Creek Recreation Area, 119 species, Mark Brogie, 
reporter, Harlo Butcher, B. J. Rose, David and Lois Stage. The report 
starts with September, and after Willow Creek froze over in late November 
his visits tapered off. The Oldsquaw was seen at the Pierce Sewage Ponds 
by B. J. Rose, and the next day at Willow Creek by Harlo Butcher. The 
Osprey was seen in late September by the assistant manager of Willow Creek, 
but he could not give an exact date. The Red Phalarope was reported in 
the December issue (53:72) 

Polk, Polk, 151 species and the possibility that one of the Meadowlark 
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sp. was an Eastern, Norris Alfred, reporter, Lennis Lind, Lee Morris, Donna 
Loschen. The Great Egret and the Vesper Sparrows were there before the 
dates given. Lee Morris saw two Prairie Falcons before 10 November. The 
Yellowlegs seen 3 November had a limp, which might have indicated injuries 
that delayed its departure. Lee Morris commented that the concentration 
of White-rumped Sandpipers on 1 September, and of the Great Egrets and 
White-faced Ibis on 28 September were greater than he had seen before. The 
LeConte's Sparrows were the first Lee Morris had seen in the area for several 
years. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 

Scotts Bluff, Gering, 147 species, Alice Kenitz, reporter, Mary Ann Banghart, 
Audrey and Peter Barnhart, Lydia Bolz, Joyce Brashear, Sherry McCoy, Lynne 
Vacanti. The Saw-whet Owl was seen in Riverside Park by the Barnharts 
in July, and Lynne Vacanti had one in her back yard 17 August. The Great 
Crested Flycatcher was in Mrs. Brashear's yard in Scottsbluff. The 11 October 


CO I CO 

rC Tl I 


■^00 O 


In 1-0 1-0 < 


CO P CO ft 


.ii O 
u 0^ 
P o 


(Up OP 


tn u u c_) pa w 



16 


Nebraska Bird Review 


Stellar's Jay was in Mrs. Kenitz's yard, south of Gering. She did not see 
it again, but one or two have been at a feeder near Lake Minatare since around 
the first of November, and up to four have been at a feeder about six miles 
north of Morrill (which would put them in Sioux Co.), and one or two have 
been at a feeder near Henry. 


NOTES 


CORRECTION TO CRESCENT LAKE ITEMS. Mark J. Heisinger's name 
was misspelled in the Crescent Lake items in the December issue — l^BR 53, pages 
53 and 80 (twice), and Kevin J. Brennan was misspelled the first time mentioned 
on page 72. 

HERON ROOKERY. When South Sioux City pilot Gene Martin flew over 
an area of mature cottonwoods along the Missouri River, near Homer, Neb., 
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on 15 June 1985 he spotted about 30 heron nests in the tree tops. This was near 
the Thurston Co. line. The following morning Art Huser, of Sioux City, 
Iowa, and I located the rookery from the ground, and confirmed: them to be nests 
of Great Blue Herons. No other species of herons were seen. In contrast 
to their conspicuity from the air, the nests were very difficult to locate and 
view from the ground, due to the intervening dense understory and canopy. A 
more accurate count of the nests or juveniles could not be made, but by late 
June several young were seen to have reached adult size. 

- Bill Huser, S19 W. 17th St., South Sioux City, Neb. 68775 

Y;ORK COUNTY'. We have lots of water in oui* basirrs again now (5 August 
1985) and lots of waterfowl showing up. I've never seen so many Great Blue 
Herons around here before. We counted 25 of them and one Great Egret in 
our basin today at one time. I'm sure there were a lot more still out of sight 
in the tall grass. Norris Alfred and I have been out binding a few times 
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lately and we have seen the Mississippi Kites almost every time. 

- Lee Morris, Rt. 1, Box 14, Benedict, .Neh. 68216 

NO BEARING ON OUR BEAN GOOSE. On 18 November l^RB a Strange 

goose was seen by a number of people at Squaw Creek NWR, Mo. On 21 Novem¬ 
ber a goose, apparently the same goose, was seen again, and on 29 November 
a goose, apparently the same goose, was picked up, suffering from lead poison¬ 
ing. It was identified as a western European race of the Bean Goose (A. f. fab- 
ilis). The specimen was sent to the University of Missouri. Some who saw 
the specimen or a couple of color pictures of it provided by Berlin Heck, manag¬ 
er of the Refuge, felt it was an aberrant form of a White-fronted Goose. 

Either way, there is no apparent connection with the Bean Goose seen at DeSoto 
NWR in early 1985 {NBR 53:3), since it was an Eastern Siberean type. 


WATERFOWL CONCENTRATION, 


From about 9 November 1985 until at 
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least the 19th there were about 10,000 Snow Geese in this area, mostly on 
Rogert's lake. Local people say that this has not occurred since the 1950's. 
There were some Canadas in with them, A week later thousands of Mallards 
arrived, but since Rogert's lake was full of the geese they were staying on 
a lake across the road, to the east. There were some Ruddies and Canvasbacks 
in with them. Both the ducks and the geeese are feeding on fields where 
the corn has been harvested. 

— Marjorie Graf, 509 Washington St., Waterloo, Web. 68069 

MINDEN NOTES. I found a Dickcissel nest with 3 young on 30 June 1985 
The nest was empty 7 July. On 11 August I saw a Peregrine Falcon in Adams 
Co. On 10 August 1 saw about a dozen Cattle Egrets and a Great Blue Heron, 
but on 16 August the Cattle Egrets were fewer. On 25 August we heard a Yel- 
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Sparrows on 1 September and again on 9 September. On 23 September I saw 
3 or 4 groups of White Pelicans, probably 400 birds total. The same day 
my cousin, Robert Spicknall, saw a Turkey Vulture across the line in Adams 
Co., and he heard Sandhill Cranes in Adams Co.20 October. I saw some 24 
October. Mrs. Mike Bunger reported House Finches at her feeder from mid-July 
to mid-August. On 20 October I had a Savannah Sparrow. I have seen North¬ 
ern Harriers from time to time, and an immatui-e Ferruginous Hawk 23 November . 
We also saw Horned Larks and Lapland Longspurs that day. 

- Earmold Turner, Box 333, Minden, Neb. 68959 

ALBINO SANDHILL CRANE. On 9 March 1985 I was using our 15-60x 
scope to observe a large group of Sandhill Cranes in a wet meadow south 
of the Platte River just west of Overton. I noticed one which was completely 
white, except for its dark legs, bill, and some red on the head. I watched 
it for quite some time and determined that the red on its head was more like 
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that of a Sandhill Crane than a Whooping Crane. It also appeared to be roughly 
the same size as a Sandhill Crane. Later the group flushed and I observed 
that this bird had completely white wings, including its primaries. This led 
us to conclude that this was a white Sandhill Crane. Other observers were 
my wife, Karla, my parents, Lloyd and Kathryn, and a friendKathy Croon. 

The next day a farmer from the area stopped to report to us that he 
had seen what he believed to be two white Sandhill Cranes the week before, 
at the same location. 


- Faul Kaufman, 1101 78th, Lincoli 


Nebraska 68505 


WHOOPING CRANES. There were 5 confirmed sightings of Whooping 
Cranes in Nebraska in the fall of 1985: 4 adults flying over the Platte near 

Camp Augustine, 3 m. south of Grand Island, Hall Co., 12 October; 3 adults 
1.5 m. east of N 10 bridge over the Platte, Buffalo Co., 21 October; 2 adults 
and 1 young, 16 m. SW of Cody, Cherry Co., 30-31 October; 2 adults and 
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1 young at Lake Maloney, Lincoln Co., 31 October; and 5 adults 16 m. NNE 

of Stapleton, Logan Co., 10 November. 

There were 7 probable sightings: 2 .5 m. S of Comstock, Custer Co., 

28 September; 3 8 m. NE of Tryon, McPherson Co., 16 October; seven 3 m. 
WNW of Fairfield, Clay Co., 21 October; 2 at Lake Helen, Gothenburg, Dawson 
Co., 29 October; 5 20 m. NNW of Brownlee, Cherry Co., 9 November; 6 10 

m. S. of Callaway; Custer Co., 10 November; and 2 at the 1-80 Interchange 

WSW of Wood River, Hall Co., 17 November. 

There were 4 unconfirmed sightings: 2 flying 4 m. NNW of Cairo, Howard 
Co., 24 October; 3 on N. Loup River, 6 m. E. of Brewster, Blaine Co., 30 

October; 5 3 m. WSW of Ordinance Plant, Hall Co., 11 November; and 6 flying 

2 m. E. of Arnold, Custer Co., 10 November. 


The Fish and Wildlife Service office in Grand Island also reported that 
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for. The first bird probably arrived on 2 October, making it the earliest 
known arrival on record. 

Grus Americana (25:1) reports that as of late December 24 adult and 4 
juvenile Whoopers were in New Mexico, but Dr. Roderick Drewien believes 
that more than 30 are alive. Two of these birds migrated east of the Rockies 
this year. 


SOUTHEAST NOTES. I saw a Broad-winged Hawk 15 September 1985 
at Brownville Recreation Area, along the Missouri River in Nemaha Co. There 
were 6 Red-necked Phalaropes on a farm pond south of Auburn, Nemaha Co., 
17 September, Two Yellow-billed Cuckoos were still at Indian Cave State Park 
13 October. That was in the Nemaha Co. section. In the Richardson Co. 
section I saw a Solitary Vireo 15 September. I found a Gray Catbird 25 October 
in a wildlife planting containing autumn olive. On 22 November I had 10 Evening 
Grosbeaks at my feeder, and one was at another feeder 8 February 1986. 


CM <-0 fN fN 


OO 1^2; CO OO OQ 


O Q W Q 2 2 


rsi cri O 


O O O O 


O Q W Q 


WO W B 


1^0 I-) O 


oj s 

O ' 


ro LD ro in 


(Ti 1.0 iC ID 


O O 0 2 


OO OO OQ OQ 22 


fN m CN ro 


oe B B OB -Pg 

2Q QQ 2Q OQ 


WO WO OO OO 


W Q O Q 


fC 5 OS -PS to 

CO x: o CO a 

CP w p OP w 

to p cn p UP 

> m n3 fo ro x; 

ro ft p ft Oft o 

w w o w Q w ft 


pi 2: 0 3 


■pfC’pro Pro PC ftc 
pft pft roft roc roo 


S w s w 


Q Q Q w 



24 


Nebraska Bird Review 


Two male Purple Finches were at an Auburn feeder 29 December. During 
the winter Red-headed Woodpeckers were the 'most commonly observed woodpeckers 
at Indian Cave State Park. There were large flocks of Robins in southeast 
Nebraska this winter. The largest probably was one of over 300 in Otoe Co. 
on 24 January. They appeared to be flying to a roost. 

- John Row, 1100 P St., Auburn, Neb. 68305 

BARN-OWL. On. 22 September 1984 I sa,w an immature Barn-Owl in a 
corn field near Holdrege, in Phelps Co. 


- Gloria Erickson, 315 18th Ave., Holdrege, Neb. 68949 

BARRED OWL IN KNOX COUNTY. The first week in June 1985 I heard 
a Barred Owl calling on our river acres about half a mile north of Bohemia 
Prairie Wildlife Management Area, which is about 9 miles southwest of Niobrara. 
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My son Steve and I heard it 24 September and my husband, Phil, and I heard 
it 8 October. This is the first for Knox Co. that I know of. 

- Lona Schreier, Box G., Verdigre, Nebraska 68783 

CORRECTION TO RED-NAPED SAPSUCKER ARTICLE. It was the specimen 

collected 23 September 1919 (ZM 6312) that was judged to be a Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker, not the 29 September specimen (ZM 6313) {NBR 53:73). A couple of 
more obvious errors are; it is the A.O.U., not N.O.U. Checklist (p. 73), 
and Red-naped, not Red-breasted, Sapsucker (p. 74). 

CASSINS'S KINGBIRDS. On 25 July 1985 I was in Banner Co., working 
on the Breeding Bird Atlas in a nice windbreak, with good-sized Siberian 

elms, pines, and junipers. I was first attracted by a very different voice, 

which seemed to be coming from Western Kingbirds. As I watched these bii'ds 
they did not seem to act quite like Western Kingbirds — they were not as 

active or as quick to dart out. When I finally gathered my wits and began 
to figure out the possibilities I looked carefully at the tail 
^ ^ and could see no white outer tail feathers. The identification 

4j g ^ 0 0 *^ was confirmed in my mind when I got home and listened 

° ^ ^ to recordings of Cassin's Kingbirds — no doubt at that 

' ' ' ' point. Becaue there were also Western Kingbirds in the 

° windbreak, it is a little difficult to tell exactly how many 

o g 6 6*^ Cassin's were present, but from the calling that was going 

^ ° ° ° on there had to be at least three. 

CTl M CO Ol 

^ & - Alice KeriitSf HC50 Box 38B, Gering, Nebraska 69341 

0 6 0 6 

^ o ^ ° WACHISKA AUDUBON SOCIETY (LINCOLN) BLUEBIRD 

' XI I <T3 PROJECT. We volunteered to manage the Game and Parks 

' ' ' ^ Commission Bluebird trails in Lancaster and Seward counties 

S s in addition to our own trail at Nine-mile Prairie. During 

o o I first 6 months we removed most of the existing boxes, 

^ ^ repaired, cleaned, and modified them, and replaced them 

2 in more suitable locations. We covered the entrance holes 

' jj ' g for the winter to prevent mice from desti-oying the boxes, 

o m Q monitored 162 nest boxes on 15 trails, but only 87 

boxes on 6 trails were patrolled weekly. Because of limited 
o g ^ manpower, the remaining 75 boxes on 9 trails were patrolled 

^ ° irregularly — as often as possible, but seldom more than 

^ ^ once every 2 to 4 weeks. 

§ The success rate was dramatically greater on those 

trails that wei-e patrolled weekly —147 Bluebirds fledged 

“ ° vs. 48 on trails patrolled less often, for approximately the 

o, g g same number of boxes. Also, when boxes were not checked 

^ every week, it was difficult to be sure the young birds 

‘ ® ' ' Ideally fledged successfully. Bluebirds usually lay clutches 

^ of 3 to 6 eggs, which hatch in bout 2 weeks. All of the 

287 eggs laid in our boxes were sky blue, although in 

some places as many as 7% are said to be pure white. 
Young Bluebirds fledge (leave the nest) a little more than 
2 weeks after hatching, but are fed and cared for by 
the adults for some time afterwards. 

If the used nest from the first brood is removed 
from the box, often the female Bluebird will start a new 
nest while the male continues to care for the fledglings. 
We fledged 106 young from first broods, 82 from second 
broods, and 7 from the 2 pairs of adults that successfully 
nested 3 times this summer. One of the latter paii's was 
the first to begin nesting, with a full clutch of eggs discovered 
6 April. Most birds finished nesting by the end of July, 
though several continued through much of August. 

Our greatest problem has been competition from House 
Wrens. Particularly troublesome at Twin Lakes, they would 
puncture and remove Bluebird eggs and fill the boxes with 
twigs. Despite our best efforts to discourage them — 
this is where weekly patrolling really made a difference 
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— we probably fledged more Wrens than Bluebirds. House Sparrows were 
also a problem, especially at Branched Oak Lake. Since they are not protected 
by law, however, we could toss I out nests, even if they contained eggs. 
For this reason, we fledged Sparrows only when a trail was not patrolled for 
several weeks. Sparrows are very aggressive birds that will drive away Bluebirds 
and usurp their nesting places. They are also a serious hazard becaue they 
are known to enter the boxes and kill both the young and adult occupants. 
As far as we know, we have not yet lost any Bluebirds, but we suspect House 
Sparrows of killing the Wrens we've found pecked to death inside some of 
the boxes. 

Since Tree Swallows are not that common here, we've been encouraging 
their use of our boxes. Unlike Bluebirds, they raise only one brood of young 
per year, but our 16 pairs laid about 90 eggs this summer and fledged at 
least 56 young, mostly in Lancaster Co. Black-capped Chickadees, also welcome, 
attempted to nest in 2 of our boxes, but were unsuccessful. 

We suspect raccoons were one of our problems at Wagon Train Lake 
and Twin Lakes. Apparently, they would either reach inside the box and 

pull out the nest, or else chew through the front of the box. Woodpeckers 

damaged some of the fronts on the boxes, trying to enlarge the opening (possibly 
to feed on the ants that infested some boxes). People were also a problem 
5 of our boxes were stolen and several more were shot. 

Now we're planning and preparing for next year. Because of our modifications, 
we'll be able to leave the front of the boxes open all winter, so deer mice 

won't build nests in them. Many of the boxes will be moved from the wooden 

fence posts to free-standing steel posts, to make it more difficult for raccoons 
to get at the boxes and to enable us to get farther from the bushy areas 
preferred by Wrens.. We'll probably discontinue a couple of our least successful 
trails but still increase the total number of boxes, by pairing them at each 
location. In some cases, this will give Bluebirds a convenient empty box for 
their second brood; in others, it might help solve the problem of competition 

from other species . 

- William C. Garthright, 2240 N. 31st St., Lincoln, Neb. 68503 

HYBRID BLUEBIRD UPDATE 

The female Mountain Bluebird and male Eastern x Mountain Bluebird 

besting in Dawes Co. (NBR 53:67) successfully fledged two broods, each with 
four young, in the summer of 1985. Young from the first nesting fledged 
in the last week of June. About 1 July the parents renested. Since the 
pair was observed copulating, it is highly probable that the hybrid male was the 
father of the young to be raised. 

In mid-July the eggs hatched, but at this time the female became obviously 

ill. She sat on a fence with feathers ruffled and did not feed the young. Two 

or three days after hatching she disappeared. We believe she died, since 
birds are extremely reluctant to abandon a nest with small young. The male 
just flew his wings off feeding the babies all by himself, but he was successful, 
all four young fledged. The young from both nestings showed some warm 
brown in their underparts, perhaps hinting at their Eastern Bluebird ancestry. 
Interestingly, this fall (1985) a flock of about ten Eastern Bluebirds spent 
two days at this Pine Ridge location. 

Hybridization between Eastern and Mountain Bluebirds has been reported 
several times. It has occurred when Mountain Bluebirds gradually displaced 
Easterns in Manitoba (21 cases reported in Rounds, R. C. and H. L. Munro, 
1982, A review of hybridization between Siala salis and S. curvucoides, 'Wilson 
Bull. 94(2) .'219-223) and North Dakota (Gatz, T. R. and R. Kandall, ' 1981, A 

mated pair of Eastern and Mountain Blue Birds in North Dakota, Fraivie Natuv- 
ist 13(1): 31). It has also happened when Easterns have moved into Mountain 
Bluebird range in Nebraska's Pine Ridge (this report), and when a vagrant 
male Mountain Bluebird in Ontario remained all summer and mated (Weir, R. 
D. 1985, Ontario Region, American Birds, 39(3): 291-296. Hybrids are fertile 
and readily mate with both parental species (Rounds and Munro, cited above). 

Birders in Nebraska are aware of hybridization, since many closely related 
eastern and western forms (subspecies, species, whatever) meet in the state. 
Forms that interbreed extensively when they meet are considered members 



Nebraska Bird Review 


27 


of a single species, as are Bullock's and Baltimore Orioles. However, the 

hybridization reported so far in Bluebirds has occurred only when one species 
was far more common than the other, making it very difficult for an indtyicruaii orf 
the rare species to find a mate of its own species. Under such conditions 
even very distinct species may hybridize on occassion. This hybridization 

is probably especially likely in Bluebirds, since the factor limiting their nesting 
is often lack of suitable nest cavities. A male defending a good cavity is unlikely 
to go unmated. 

Since male Bluebirds control nest cavities, one could hypothesize that 

if there is any difference male hybrids may be more successful at finding 

mates than are females. However, the rather small amount of evidence gathered 
so far does not support that idea. Of the 47 individual birds reported to 
be involved in 24 cross-species matings and backcrosses, six are male hybrids 
and three are female hybrids. This difference is not significant. 

- Barbara L. Wilson, Rt. 1, Box 41, Hastings, Iowa 51540 

Jim and Hove Minyard, HC77, Box 85Al, Crawfovd, Nebraska 83259 

BOOK REVIEWS 

From Laurel Hill to Siler's .Bog: The Walking Advent.urea > of a ■ Naturalist, 
John K. Torres, 228 pp. , 6.25 x 8.25, Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill, Chapel 
Hill, N.C. Flexibound, $12.95. 

This is a reprint, by a different publisher but with the original illistrations 
and typography, of a book published in 1966 but long out of print. The 
author moved to Chapel Hill to work on his Audi bon Society Enoyalopedia of North 
American Birds, and he walked over the University of North Carolina's Mason 
Farm for relaxation. His notes of those walks are the basis of this book. 
It has a chapter on the history of the farm, and then short seasonal pieces, 
separated by accounts of specific individuals of the mammals he observed: 
gray foxes, Turkey Vultures, Barred OvJs, cottontail. Red-tailed Hawks, muskrats, 
golden mice, raccoons. Northern Bobwhite,flying squirrels, and Wild Turkey. 
An interesting book to read, and one which can be read a part at a time. 

Bird Conservation 2, Stanley A. Temple, editor, 182 pp. , 6 x 9, The 
University of Wisconsin Press, Madison, Wis. No index, $17.50 cloth, $12.95± 
paper. 

This (the second annual) issue deals with island birds and their status, 
specifically those on Hawaii, in Micronesia, and in the U.S. Carribean islands. 
In addition there are comments on Peregrine Falcon restorations and on California 
Condor recovery efforts, and a review of bird conservation literature. This 
is a book for the serious student. 

Aviary Birds in Color, Frank Woolham, 176 pp., 6 x 7.75, Blandford 

Press, UK, Sterling Publishing Co., Inc., New York, paperbound, $7.95. 

After a seven page introduction on aviculture in general - building the 
accomodations, feeding, diseases, acclimatization, and breeding - there are 100 
very good color photographs (by Dennis Avon and Tony Tilford) of the selected 
birds and for each its name, description, general management, breeding, and 
feeding. But there is no discussion of governmental regulation of aviculture 
in general nor of limitation on the species that may be kept. The suggestion 
that Monk (Quaker to them) Parakeets could be kept in a free-flying colony 
probably wouldn't sit well with neighbors or the government. The book is 
written for Great Britain, and the suggestions as to birds that may be kept 
out all winter probably don't apply to many parts of the US. No water birds 
and only two game birds (quails) are included. For the restricted audience 
left the book could serve as a menu to select the type or species of birds 
to try to raise. For the general public it is a nice picture book, but some 
what disquieting to a reader for the implication that many of the birds are 
wild-trapped, particularly since they include our Indigo, Lazuli, Painted, and 
Varied Buntings, Cedar Waxwing, and "Virginia" Cardinal. 
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COMMON BLACK-HEADED GULL IN NEBRASKA 

About noon on 18 November 1985 B. J. Rose (14937 N St., Omaha, Neb. 

68137) saw a gull flying over the Hartford Sand & Gravel Co.'s sandpit lake, 
a mile north of Venice, Douglas Co. Because of the size and flight pattern 
he expected it to be a Kittiwake, but when he got the binoculars on it he 
saw the white wedge along the outer wing, similar to that of a Bonaparte's. 
However, except for the white outer primaries, the underwings were uniformly 
dark. It was an adult winter-plumaged bird with a dark spot behind the 
eye, bill brownish color (not black), tail all white. There were no other gulls 
present for direct size comparison, but it was noticeably smaller than drake 
Mallards. The bird was feeding, and would fly up, circle, and alight on the 
water, keeping its wings extended upward as it fed. The flight was deliberate, 
with relatively slow wingbeats in comparison to Bonaparte's. Mr. Rose had 
seen a Common Black-headed Gull on St. Paul Island, Alaska, in June. The 
Alaska bird was studied for about half an hour at about 40 yards. The feeding 
habit, flight pattern, and general behavior of the Nebraska bird were the 
same as the Alaska bird. The wing markings of the birds were identical. 
The Nebraska bird was seen at about 150 yards under sunny, good light conditions, 
for about 15 minutes. Mr. Rose had a 15x-60x B&L spotting scope with him, 
as well as 10x50 Bushnell binoculars. 

There is a previous Nebraska record for a Common Black-headed Gull 
(Lavus ridibundue) — one at Walgren Lake, Sheridan Co., 12 September 1979 
(Richard C. Rosche, R/rds of Northwestern Nebraska and Southwestern South 
Dakota, 1982). 

- Babs and Loren Padelford, 1405 Little John Road, Bellevue, Neb. 68005 
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THE EIGHTY-FIFTH (1986) ANNUAL MEETING 

The Tout Bird Club was host for the eighty-fifth Annual Meeting 17 

and 18 May 1986, which was based at the University of Nebraska Research 

Center at North Platte. Seventy-six people attended the banquet, and that 
probably was the maximum attendance. There was a slide show Friday night, 
Saturday morning was for binding. In the afternoon Tom Hupf, US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Grand Island, presented the slide show "Rainwater Basin Wetland 
Project' and led a discussion afterwards. The business meeting followed. It 
was annmounced that the Groove-billed Ani (NBR 63:78), reported by Maysel Kiser 
and others, was the best rare bird reported, and the Rufous Hummingbird 

(NBR 53:80), reported by Arthur V. Douglas, was the next best, out of a 

total of 10 birds reported. The 1987 Annual Meeting will be held 16 and 17 
May 1987, in Valentine, as a joint meeting with the South Dakota society. 
The 1986 Fall Field Day will be held at Halsey 4 and 5 October. The following 
officers were elected: Gary Lingle, President; Thomas Labedz, Vice-president; 
Lona Shafer, Treasurer; Ruth Green, Secretary; Neva Pruess, Librarian; and 
R. G. Cortelyou, Editor. After the banquet that evening Greg Wingfield, 
Non-game Biologist, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, spoke on "Pine 
Ridge Prairie Falcons and Other Raptors", illustrated with slides, and Wayne 
Mollhoff gave an update on the Breeding Bird Atlas project. Sunday morning 
was available for birding. After the noon lunch and bird tally there was 
a guided tour of Scout's Rest Ranch for those who could stay longer. 

The rainy weather ended Friday night, and both Saturday and Sunday 
were sunny. At the tally Sunday noon a total of 145 species, and a hybrid, 
and the possibility that one of the silent Meadowlarks was an Eastern, were 
reported from Lincoln Co., and 2 others (marked P) were reported from Perkins 
Co. Three of the birds reported were so uncommon that they are not listed 
on the field card. Sunday afternoon, after the list was compiled, some die-hards 
went out and recorded a California Gull. The birds reported were: Pied-billed 
and Eared Grebes, Double-crested Cormorant, American Bittei'n, Great Blue 
Heron, Cattle Egret, Green-backed Heron, Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Canada 
Goose, Wood Duck, Green-winged Teal, Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, Northern 
Shoveler, Gadwall, American Wigeon, Redhead, Lesser Scaup, Oldsquaw, Ruddy 
Duck, Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Northern Harrier (P); Sharp-shinned, Swainson's, 
Red-tailed, and Ferruginous (P) Hawks; American Kestrel, Chukar, Ring-necked 
Pheasant, Wild Turkey, Northern Bobwhite, American Coot, Piping Plover, Killdeer, 
American Avocet, Lesser Yellowlegs, Willet, Spotted and Upland Sandpipers, 
Long-billed Curlew, Ruddy Turnstone, Red Knot, Sanderling; Seraipalmated, 
Least, White-rumped, Bairds, and Pectoral Sandpipers; Short-billed Dowitcher, 
Common Snipe, Wilson's and Red-necked Phalaropes, Franklin's, Bonaparte's, 
Ring-billed, California, and Herring Gulls; Common, Forster's, Least, and Black 
Terns; Rock and Mourning Doves, Common Barn-Owl, Eastern Screech-Owl, 
Great Horned and Burrowing Owls, Common Nighthawk, Chimney Swift, Belted 
Kingfisher; Red-headed, Red-bellied, Downy, and Hairy Woodpeckers; Northern 
Flicker, Least Flycatcher, Eastern and Say's Phoebes, Great Crested Flycatcher, 
Eastern and Western Kingbirds, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Horned Lark, Purple 
Martin; Tree, Northern Rough-winged, Bank, Cliff, and Barn Swallows; Blue 
Jay, Pinyon Jay, Black-billed Magpie, American Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, 
Rock and House Wrens, Eastern Bluebird, Swainson's Thrush, American Robin, 
Gray Catbird, Northern Mockingbird, Brown Thrasher, Sprague's Pipit, Cedar 
Waxwing, Loggerhead Shrike, European Starling; Bell's. Warbling, Philadelphia, 
and Red-eyed Vireos; Tennessee, Yellow, and Blackpoll Warblers; American 
Redstart, Ovenbird, Comon Yellowthroat, Northern Cardinal; Rose-breasted, Rose¬ 
breasted X Black-headed, Black-headed, and Blue Grosbeaks; Lazuli and Indigo 
Buntings, Dickcissel, Rufous-sided Towhee; Chipping, Clay-coloi-ed, Vesper, 
and Lark Sparrows; Lark Bunting; Savannah, Grasshopper, Swamp, and White- 
crowned Sparrows; Boblink, Red-winged Blackbird, Meadowlark sp.. Western 
Meadowlark, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Common Crackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, 
Orchard and Noi-thern (mostly Baltimore, at least one Bullock's) Orioles, House 
Finch, Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch, and House Sparrow. 
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1985 NEBRASKA NESTING SURVEY 
Compiled by Dr. Esther V. Bennett 

Data on the 1985 nesting season in Nebraska were received from 28 observers 
and two agencies, reporting on 83 species from 39 counties. Counties in the 
tabulation are listed in a west to east order, with the northernmost of the 
approximately equal locations given first. Numbers represent Nest Record 
Cards, N represents nests for which no Nest Record Card was submitted, 
E represents eggs, F represents feeding, C represents copulating, CF represents 
carrying food, FCo represents feeding Cowbird, NM represents carrying nesting 
material, and Y represents young observed. GPC in the following paragraph 
represents Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, and CLNWR is Crescent Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge.. 

Twenty-four species were reported on 193 North American Nest Report 
Cards and 59 species were reported without cards, for a total of 83 species. 
The counties, with column numbers on the tabulation shown in parentheses, 
and the contributors are: Banner (3) A. M. Kenitz; Box Butte (6) GPC, Doug 
Thomas; Buffalo (22) Ken Strom, Marie Strom; Cass (38) Ruth Green; Chase 
(14) GPC, lola Pennington; Cherry (11) Jim Ducey, GPC; Cheyenne (7) GPC; 
Dawes (5) T. E. Bray, GPC, B. L. Wilson; Dawson (19) GPC; Deuel (10) 
T. E. Bray; Dodge (32) Emma Waterbury; Douglas (36) R. G. Cortelyou, 
Alice Rushton; Fillmore (29) GPC; Franklin (23) GPC; Frontier (16) GPC; 
Gage (35) T. E. Bray, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford; Garden (9) CLNWR, 
Rick Wright; Cosper (20) GPC; Hall (24) Vera Coons; Hamilton (26) Norris 

Alfred, T. E. Bray, Gloria Eckerson, Lee Morris, B. L. Wilson; Keith (12) 
GPC; Keya Paha (18) Jim Ducey; Kimball (4) GPC; Knox (25) Jim Ducey; 
Lancaster (34) Betsy Hancock, GPC, W. C. Garthright, Bill Mulder, W. T. 
White; Lincoln (15) Jim Ducey, GPC, Mrs. A. B. Gundlicks, B. L. Wilson; 
Pawnee (39) T. E. Bray; Perkins (13) GPC; Polk (27) Swede Lind; Red Willow 

(17) GPC; Rock (21) Jim Ducey; Saline (31) GPC; Sarpy (37) R. G. Cortelyou, 

Ruth Green, Babs Padelford, Alice Rushton, David Starr; Saunders (33) R. G. 
Cortelyou, Alice Rushton; Scotts Bluff (2) Ruth Green, GPC, A. M. Kenitz; 

Seward (30) W. C. Garthright; Sheridan (8) T. E. Bray, Jim Ducey; Sioux 
(1) David Hughson, Helen Hughson, GPC, Ruth Green, B. L. Wilson; York 
(28) GPC, Lee Morris. 

Persons or agencies contributing over 15 Nest Cards are: W. C. Garthright 
(76) and Game and Parks Commission (86). For the Audubon Society of Lincoln 
Bill Garthright and many volunteers monitored and maintained nest boxes 
which had been initially placed on Salt Valley lakes by Resource Services Division 
of Game and Parks Commission. According to John Dinan, Game and Parks 
Commission surveys of the Missouri, Platte, and Niobrara rivers located 180 
Least Tern nests and 88 Piping Plover nests. These were reported on Colonial 
Bird Register forms. G. A. Wingfield and John Dinan, Game and Parks Commission 
employees, provided valuable Nest Card information, as did J. A. Gubanyi, 
who is working on a Master's degree at UNL. His study is funded by Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission, UNL, and the National Wildlife Federation. His 
cards were included with those of Wingfield and Dinan. 

The following 40 Nebraska species which were reported in 1985 were 
not reported in the 1984 Nesting Survey {EBR 53:46: Snowy Egret, Little Blue 
Heron, Green-backed Heron, Canada Goose, Cinnamon Teal, Northern Harrier, 
Black-necked Stilt, Upland Sandpiper, Long-billed Curlew, Common Snipe, American 
Woodcock, Wilson's Phalarope, Burrowing Owl, Long-eared Owl, Downy Woodpecker, 
Hairy Woodpecker, Western Wood-Pewee, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Say's Phoebe, 
Western Kingbird, Horned Lark, Tree Swallow, Black-billed Magpie, Black-capped 
Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Rock Wren, Gray Catbird, Loggerhead Shrike, 
Red-eyed Vireo, Ovenbird, Common Yellowthroat, Summer Tanager, Lazuli Bunting, 
Lark Bunting, Swamp Sparrow, McCown's Longspun, Bobolink, Western Meadowlark, 
House Finch, and Pine Siskin. 

Twenty-nine species reported in the 1984 Survey were not reported in 
1985: Western Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Cattle Egret, 
Black-crowned Night-Heron, White-faced Ibis, Northern Pintail, Blue-winged Teal, 
Gadwall, Redhead, Ruddy Duck, Swainson's Hawk, Merlin, Wild Turkey, American 
Avocet, Forster's Tern, Black Tern, Rock Dove, Common Nighthawk, Chimney 
Swift, Great Crested Flycatcher, Blue Jay, Marsh Wren, Bell's Vireo, Yellow-throat¬ 
ed Vireo, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, American Goldfinch, and 
House Sparrow. 

Anyone who sees evidence of nesting, young, or adult birds carrying 
nesting material, food, or fecal sacs, can submit the information without the 
use of a special form, although it will be appreciated if the information is 
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in such form that it can be separated easily by species and county. This 
information will be included in the Nebraska Nesting Survey by letters rather 
than numbers. 

Anyone who has found, or expects to find, an active nest is invited 
to write for North American Nest Record Cards to use in reporting the nest. 
Each nest requires a separate card, except for colonial nesting species, which 


Pied-billed Grebe 
Least Bittern 

Snowy Egret 
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require a separate card for each visit to the site. 

Cards, instructions sheets, and Laboratory of Ornithology Nest Survey 
newsletters may be obtained from Dr. Esther V. Bennett, 1641 Devoe Drive, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68506. 

The Check column on the right-and side carries the first letter of the 
left-hand column as an aid in following the line across the pages. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Tales of a Low-rent Birder, Pete Dunne, 175 pp. , 5^ x 8 3/4, Rutgers 
University Press, New Brunswick, N. J., cloth, $15.95. 

Pete Dunne is Director of the Cape May Bird Observatory. These articles 
were written between 1977 and 1986 and appeared first in the PeregHne Observer. 
They range in length from 3 to 23 pages, and in topics from hawk shooting 
at Cape May in the old days to binding ('hawking') there currently, hawking 
in Alaska and elsewhere, birdathons, old (collectible) decoys, a sea-going binding 
trip, to fanciful excursions into the future. There is a foreword by Roger 
Tory Peterson, who is included in one of the birdathon stories, and black-and-white 
drawings by David Sibley. An interesting book, which can be read in snatches. 

Migratory Bird Habitat on the Platte and North Platte Rivers in Nebraska, 
Paul J. Currier, Gary R. Lingle, John G. VanDerwalker, 184 pp. . 6x9, 

The Platte River Whooping Crane Trust, 2550 N. Diers Avenue, Suite H, Grand 
Island, Nebraska 68801, indexed, paper, $11.00 postpaid from the Trust. 

This is a study of the factors bearing on the suitability of the habitat, 
and the changes in them since the area began to be settled. The emphasis 
is on Sandhill Cranes, since they are the most numerous and the most studied, 
but species endangered in various degrees (notably Whooping Cranes) are also 
discussed. The chapters are: Introduction, Land and Water Resources, Migratory 
Bird Use, Current Inventory of Migratory Bird Habitat, History of Development, 
Changes in Magratory Bird Habitat, Impact of Habitat Changes on Migratory 
Birds, Management Recommendations, Literature Cited, Migratory Bird Inventory 
and Response of Specific Habitat Changes, and Draft Sandhill Crane Suitability 
Model. Those interested in how the white man has changed the valley, how 
those changes have affected the birds using the valley, and suggestions as 
to how the damage can be lessened, will find a wealth of information here. 
The book is intended for the serious student, but is not too technical for 
others. 

WHOOPING CRANE ROOST SITE CHARACTERISTICS ON THE PLATTE RIVER, 
BUFFALO COUNTY, NEBRASKA 

Whooping Crane (Grus americana) use of the Platte River in Nebraska has 
been a controversial topic, especially in the last decade. Pressures from water 
development interests seeking Platte River water conflict with the needs of 
wildlife and interests from the conservation community. Between spring 1942 
and fall 1984 there were 13 confirmed Whooping Crane sightings on or near 
the Platte River (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 1985). Lingle et al. (1984) 
described physical characteristics of a Platte River roost site used in 1983. 
This report describes the physical characteristics of the most recent known 
roost site on the Platte River. 

METHODS 

Observers were keeping watch over selected portions of the Platte River 
during the expected peak period of Whooping Crane migration through central 
Nebraska. Following a sighting of three Whooping Cranes roosting in the 
river, a bank to bank transect, positioned over the roost site and perpendicular 
to the river current, was measured at 3 ra intervals. Width of sandbars and 
open water areas, height of sandbars above the water surface, depth of water, 
and distance from the roost site to woody vegetation were measured. A cross-section 
of the river was plotted from these measurements. Measurements were taken 
by personnel from the National Audubon Society, the Platte River Whooping 
Crane Ti'ust, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service within 5 hours after 
the Cranes departed. Stream discharge data were obtained from the U.S. 
Geological Survey in Ord, Nebraska. 

RESULTS 

Details of the Whooping Crane sighting. At 0712 CDT on 21 October 
1985, Marie Strom observed three adult-plumaged Whooping Cranes roosting 
on the Platte River. The site was on the National Audubon Society Lillian 
Annette Rowe Sanctuary (Sec. 17, T8N R14W Buffalo Co.). Although there 
was a cover of low clouds at the time of the sighting, the air was clear and 
calm, with good visibility. Strom, who had a pair of 7x35 binoculars, first 
observed the birds in the river channel at a distance of about 350 m east 
of her. One of the birds was flying toward her, very low over the water, 
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while the other two birds remained standing in the water. The first Crane 
made a wide circle toward the other two, gaining altitude as it flew. The 

other two Cranes leaned forward into the current, spread their wings, and 
departed west toward Strom. The three passed to the south of her, within 
100 m, flying about 15 m above the surface of the water. They were last 

seen heading SSW. No vocalizations were heard. 

Riverine roost site characteristics. The cross-section of the roost channel 
was plotted . Willows {Salix sp,) and cottonwoods fPoputus deltddes) occurred 

on islands north and south of the roost channel and ranged from 1.5 to 2.5 

m in height. The total unobstructed channel width was 311 m. Of this, 212 
m, 68% of the total width, was a single water-filled channel in which the Cranes 
roosted, plus an additional 40 m of water-filled channel separated by low herbaceous 
islands less than 30 cm above the water surface. About 81% of the total unobstructed 
width was water-filled channel. The approximate site of the roost was 41 
m. from the nearest woody island and 137 m from the nearest herbaceous island. 
There was a 220^^ unobstructed view of 0.4 .km from the roost site. Portions 
of this section had been mechanically cleared of woody vegetation over the 
past few years. The closest dwelling was 0.8 km from the site. 

The roost was located on a shallowly submerged sandbar with a depth 
of 20-28 cm. Stream discharge ranged from 1890 to 1820 cfs on 20 and 21 
October, respectively (U.S. Geological Survey, unpubl. data). These measuremnts 
were taken at the Kearney gauging station about 14 km upstream from the 
roost. Flows at the Grand Island gauging station were from 3300 to 3180 cfs 
on these same dates. (U.S. Geological Survey unpubl. data). This station 
is about 48 km downstream from the roost. Variation in discharge between 
the 2 gauging stations was probably the result of local precipitation patterns. 
This roost was within the area designated as Whooping Crane critical habitat 
(Federal Register 43(94);20938-20942. 



DISTANCE (n] 


Cross-section of the Whooping Crane roost channel on the Platte River 
DISCUSSION 

The roost site characteristics were very similar to those described by 
Lingle et al. (1984) and fit well within the parameters listed by Johnson and 
Temple (1980). The observed flows were higher than the 1700 cfs recommended 
by the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission (1983) for maintaining Whooping 
Crane migration habitat. We feel that although the observed conditions provided 
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usable roosting habitat on a managed site, higher flows would be necessary 
to provide optimum roosting habitat over a larger stretch of river where management 
is not conducted. The reason is that woody vegetation establishment on riverine 
islands results in aggradation of those sites, hence more water is needed to 
inundate them. 

In 1983 the Platte River Whooping Crane Trust constructed a model which 
mapped optimum roost sites on the Platte River, based on a geographic database 
(Carrier at al. 1985). It is interesting to note that this site and the 1983 
site fell within the area predicted by this model as the best roost site within 
their respective river segements. Also, two other confirmed Whooping Crane 
sightings (one in 1974 and one in 1980) were within 1 km of this recent roost, 
indicating a strong fidelity for this broad, open reach of river. 

As part of Audubon's management of this area for Cranes and other 

migratory birds, most of this section of the river channel was mechanically 
cleared of encroaching vegetation in 1982. Additional clearing of this area 

was begun in 1985. The southern half of the channel adjacent to this roost 

site was mechanically cleared by waterfowl hunters in 1984 and 1985. The 

repeated observations of Whooping Cranes in this area emphasizes the importance 
of the Platte River in providing migration habitat as well as the need to maintain 
adequate instream flows in the river for this endangered species. 

Comparison of riverine Whooping Crane roost characteristics 


Characteristic 

1 Channel width 

2 Flow 

3 Water depth 

4 Vegetation 

5 Substrate 

6 Horizontal 

visibility 

7 Overhead 

visibility 

8 Proximity to 

feeding site 

9 Isolation 

10 Sandbar 

characteristics 
near roost 


Johnson and 
Temple (1980) 

155 to 365+ m 
Slow, 1-4 mph 
5-30 cm 
Unvegetated 
Fine, 

usually sand 

Unobstructed view 
from bank to bank 
and at least 200 m 
upstream and 
downstream 

Open 

4.8 kra for Platte 
River valley sites 

Usually 0.4 km 
from human 
developments 

1-2° slope, less 
than 30 cm 
topographic 
relief, no banks 
over a few cm. 


Lingle et al. 
(1984) 

350 m 


10-13 cm 


Fine sand 

Unobstructed view 
from bank to bank, 
upstream and 
downstream view 
300-350 m. 

Open 

1-2.8 km. 

0.2-0.8 km with 
wooded visual 
barrier 

Closest sandbar 
was 26 m with 
1-2° slope, less 
than 5 cm relief, 
no high banks. 


This site 

311 m 


Less than 30 cm 


Fine sand 

Unobstructed view 
of 220° within 350 m 
of roost 


Open 

Undetermined 

0.8 km with wooded 
visual barrier 

Closest sandbar 
was 137 m with 
1-2° slope, less 
than 30 cm relief, 
no high banks. 


Not measured Not measured 


Unvegetated Unvegetated 
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MOTTLED DUCK IN NEBRASKA 

The two major U.S. populations of Mottled Duck occur in Florida and 
along the Gulf Coast in Louisiana and Texas, with local breeding inland to 
"southeast Colorado, western Kansas, Oklahoma (rarely), and northeast Texas" 
(A.O.U. Checklist of North American Birds, Sixth Editionj 1983); Palmer (Rand- 
book of North American Birds, Vol. 2, 1976) notes that Mottled Duck bred in 

1963 at Cheyenne Bottoms, Kansas, and that some individuals occur inland 
beyond the usual breeding range during the post-breeding period. Presumably 
these inland records pertain to birds from the Texas-Louisiana population, 
as the Florida birds are generally considered non-migratory. Thus the occurrence 
of Mottled Duck in Nebraska is a possibility, especially in the fall. 

There is one Nebraska record, of a female which was winged by William 
Lemburg while he was hunting along the Loup River in Howard Co. 5 October 
1968 {NBR 48:88). Mr, Lemburg kept this hen in captivity for some time, 
raising several broods by mating her with a drake Mottled Duck obtained from 
Texas. 

Mr. Lemburg kindly sent us a color slide of the female, from which 
we had color prints made. These prints show the head, bill, and wing characters 
clearly enough for diagnostic indentification of the bird as a female Mottled 
Duck in Definitive Alternate plumage (see Palmer, 1976). This plumage is 
generally worn from late summer through winter. The photograph was taken 
in winter. 

Key features shown in the photograph are: the bill is "muted orange-yellow 
with dark olive spots or blotches on upper mandible, concentrated at the middle"; 
"innermost secondaries are blackish-brown, comparatively pointed, and very 
narrowly edged whitish buff to pale tan"; speculum essentially as in male, 
"cobalt-ultramarine or ultramarine-violet, the white band at trailing edge often 
reduced or absent" (descriptive phrases from Palmer, 1976). 

Comment is in order regarding the amount of white bordering the speculum 
in this species. Bellrose {Ducks, Geese and Swans of North America, 1976) shows 
(plate 8) the speculum of Mottled Duck with a noticeable white bar at the 
rear of the speculum. Some authors have suggested (see Palmer, 1976) that 
the white bar is not as prominent in Mottled Duck populations in Florida, and 
this character has been used to separate the Florida birds and the Texas-Louisiana 
birds as different subspecies (see A.O.U. Checklist of North American Birds, 5th 
Edition, 1957), However, Phillips examined a very large series of Mottled 
Duck specimens and concluded that because individual variations within the 

two populations were greater than between them, the Florida and Texas-Louisiana 
pooulations should not be considered taxonomically distinct (J. C. Phillips, 
Natural History of the Bucks, Vol. 2, 1923). The Nebraska bird shows very 

little, if any, white on the trailing edge of the speculum, with just a pale 

edging visible on the tips of the secondaries. The possibility that the minimal 

amount of white in the speculum of the Nebraska bird might indicate it was 
from non-migratory Florida stock and therefore most likely an escaped bird 
can be ruled out, as individual variation in the Texas-Louisiana population 
would be sufficient to account for this feature, 

The major identification concern with the Nebraska Mottled Duck (except 
for possible hybrids, see below) is conclusive separation from American Black 
Duck. The differences are largely in degree, although one difference which 
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is dependable is the amount of black bordering the speculum. American Black 
Duck has "greater secondary coverts bordering speculum (ie anterior edge 

of speculum,) with black ends, forming a bar or stripe; ... the secondaries 
of the speculum with broad black ends, ... " (Palmer, 1976) The color photograph 
of the Nebraska bird shows no observable black either anteriorly or posteriorly 
bordering the speculum. Of course, a Mottled Duck showing any black in 

the speculum borders would pose a more difficult identification problem (see 
plate 8 in Bellrose, 1976). The absence of black in the Nebraska bird's speculum 
also rules out the possibility that the Nebraska bird was a hybrid of Mottled 
Duck and American Black Duck. Such hybrids are rare (Palmer, 1976), as 

one would expect from a study of the ranges of the two species, seeming especially 
unlikely in the Great Plains. 

Other possibilities to consider are hybridization between Mallard and American 
Black Duck and between Mallard and Mottled Duck. Johnsgard (Waterfowl of 
North America, 1975) states that "female hybrids between mallards and black 

ducks most resemble mottled ducks, but usually show some white on the greater 
secondary coverts, especially on the outer web ...". We believe that the 
absence of white in the greater secondary coverts and on the tail feathers, 
as well as the unmarkd throat and greenish, mottled bill of the Nebraska bird 
rules out the possibility of hybrids involving Mallard, while the absence of 
black in the speculum borders rules out American Black Duck hybrids. 

We submitted the color photograph to Paul A. Johnsgard of the University 
of Nebraska - Lincoln Department of Life Sciences, who confirmed our identification 
(pers. comm.). Dr. Johnsgard also commented that he could "see no sign 
of hybrid origin" in the bird's plumage. We would like to thank Dr. Johnsgard 
for his contribution to this note. 

- Ross Sileoak, Box 300, Tabor, Iowa 51663 

Tanya Bray, 9708 Grover, Omaha, Neb. 68124 

Bobs Padelford, 1406 Little John Road, Bellevue, Neb. 68005 

NOTES 

MORE 1985 CHRISTMAS COUNT DATA. This data for the Lincoln count 
is now available: 5:10 AM to 5:15 PM. AM and PM clear. Temp. 31° to 45° 
F. Wind NW 10-30 mph. Snow cover 0 to 18 in. Fresh water frozen. Wild 
food crop poor. Thirty-five observers, 19-30 in 11-13 parties, 5-16 at feeders. 
Total party-hours 73 (48 on foot, 25 by car) plus 18 hours at feeders, 3.5 
owling; total party-miles 320 (54 on foot, 266 by car) plus 87 miles owling. 

The Red-tailed Hawk, White-crowned Sparrow, and Evening Grosbeak counts 
were marked .as higher than usual, while the Bob-white, and Tree, Song, 
White-throated and Harris' Sparrow, and Junco, Red-winged Blackbird and blackbird 
sp, counts were marked as low. 

CORRECTION TO 1980 MIGRATION REPORTS. In the reports covering 
the first half of 1980 { NBR 48;73) and the last half of 1980 ( NBR 49:17) I mistak¬ 
enly reported Chukar, but the species I observed w^s in reality the Gray 
Partridge. I apologize for any inconvenience caused by my mistaken report. 

- Wayne J. Mollhoff, 736 S. Third, Albion, Neb. 68620 

SILVER-HAIRED BAT. At about 8:30 PM on 4 May 1986 two adult female 
Silver-haired Bats (Lasionycteris noctivagans) were discovered in Fontenelle For¬ 
est, on south Stream Trail, near Gifford Road. This is bottom-land forest, 
cottonwoods and some sycamores, by a 30 ft. wide stream. The Bats' dorsal 
pelage was distinctively marked with silver, and they had naked wings and 
ears. The identification was confirmed by Dr. Ken Geluso, of the University 
of Nebraska at Omaha. This is the first record of these bats from the Forest, 
and the earliest record in the northern Great Plains. The bats were released 
after they were identified, since there is no collecting in the Forest. 

- Gail La Rosa Roebuck, Curator/Naturalist, Fontenelle Forest Nature Center 

1111 Bellevue Blvd., North, Bellevue, Neb. 68005 

RECORDS NEEDED. During a search for substantiating evidence for 
the occurrence of certain species in Nebraska, we found that as yet there 
is no Nebraska specimen available for Cattle Egret, nor is there a published 
photograph. The first published record for Cattle Egret in Nebraska was 
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near Holstein, Adams Co., 11 September 1965 (Bernice Welch, HBR 34:76). No 

substantiating identification details were given for this important sighting, however. 
The first documented record was from York Co. 29 May 1969, reported by 
Lee Morris {RBR 37:47). Several Cattle Egret appeared in Nebraska in 1971 
{NBR 39:62), and the species has occurred every year since, in varying numbers. 
However, it was not until 1982 that nesting occurred, with a pair at Valentine 
NWR (Esther Bennett, iVBif 51:26), The numbers at this same location have increased 
each year, until in 1984 there were more than 22 birds at the colony, with 
at least 6 nests located (Jim Ducey.iVB/f 52:76). It appears that this species will 
continue to increase in numbers in the Plains States, and nesting should become 
more commonplace. 

The Scissor-tailed Flycatcher is 
casual in Nebraska (Bray et al, MS, 

1985), usually as a summer visitor, and 
has nested at least 6 times in the state 
(Ducey, MS,. 1985), most recently in 
Clay Co. {SBR 33:14). Prior nestings 
were in Adams, Gage, Lancaster, 

Logan, and Platte counties {HBR 13:1, 

27:19, 13:1, 13:50, and 28:56 respec¬ 
tively) . 

There is no known specimen taken 
in Nebraska, nor is there a published 
photograph to document the occurrence 
of this species in the state. We publish 
here a photograph, taken by B. J. 

Rose, of a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher seen 
between Lewellen and Oshkosh, in Garden Co., 14 October 1981. 

The Golden-winged Warbler is casual in Nebraska (Bray et al, MS, 1985), 
but its occurrences in the state have rarely been documented. There is no 
specimen taken in Nebraska, and we have found no published or unpublished 
photograph of a Nebraska Golden-winged Warbler. The best available documentation 
that we are aware of for this species' occurrence in the state is a description 
of a Golden-winged Warbler seen by one of us (BP) in Bellevue 16 May 1985. 
This description is given here verbatim; "The buzzy three-note (one high, 
two lower-pitched) song drew my attention to the bird, I saw the Golden-winged 
Warbler in heavy deciduous vegetation about 8 feet above the ground. It 
was small, chickadee-sized, with a very small, thin-pointed beak, gold on 
top of the head, gold patches on wings, black patch through eye, black throat 
and whitish on belly. Length of oservation: about one minute. It remained 
singing in the woods for about half an hour." 

We stongly suggest that if anyone has a recognizable photograph or 
recording of Golden-winged Warbler in Nebraska, please forward it to the 
Records Committee of NOU for duplication and retention in files. 

If anyone finds a dead or dying Cattle Egret, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, 
or Golden-winged Warbler in Nebraska, please freeze it, record date, location, 
and collector, and send it to a permanent, well-curated collection for safe 
keeping. 

- Rosa Silcoak, Box SOO, Tabor, Io0a S16SS 

Tanya Bray, 9708 Grover, Omaha, Neb. 68124 

Baba Padelford, 1405 Little John Road, Bellevue, Neb, 68005 

MEXICAN DUCK IN NEBRASKA. The Mexican Duck is now considered 
a subspecies of Mallard (A.O.U. Cheaklist of North American Birds, Sixth Edi¬ 
tion, 1983). There, are two published records for the Mexican Duck in Nebraska. 

The first was one shot by H. B. Conover in Cherry Co., 17 October 
1921 (A, C. Bent, U.S. Nat Mus., 126:50). In order to verify that this specimen 
was still available, we wrote to the Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago 
and found that the specimen is indeed #973 in the Conover collection there. 
However, this female-plumaged bird is now considered to be most likely a 
hybrid of Mallard and Black Duck (David Willard, pers. comm.). 

The second record for Nebraska was of one shot by Karl Menzel in Rock 
Co. 19 October 1969 [NBE 3f;:89-90). The adult male, specimen was identified 
by Paul Johnsgard as a Mexican Duck. Menzel, how'ever, suggested that the 
bird might have been an escapee, as he knew of game farms in Nebraska where 
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Mexican Ducks had been raised. There was no mention that this specimen 
was preserved. 

— Ross Silcock, Box 300, Tabor>, Icfuki 51653 
Tanya Bray, 9708 Grover, Omaha, Neh. 68134 
Bobs Padelford, 1405 Little John Road, Bellevue, Neb. 68005 

DIXON COUNTY, On 6 July 1985 Sue Mabens, of Dixon, saw a Scarlet 
Tanger 3.5 miles north of - Newcastle, and that afternoon she saw an immature 
Bald Eagle, flying alone over the Missouri, north of Newcastle. 

— Blsene Lundgren, Box 7, Dixon, Neb, 68732 

COOPER'S HAWK NESTS. Free Flight (Raptor Recovery Center, Lincoln) 1:3 
has an article by R. Linderholm and J, Wright about Cooper's Hawk nesting 
sites in southwest Nebraska. Since 1980 they have located five Cooper's Hawk 
nesting sites in a five by eight mile area by Strunk Reservoir. 

RED KNOTS. In May, 1974, when I was a novice birder, my mother-in-law, 
Elsie Bray, and I were walking along Leber's Point at Branched Oak Lake 
in Lancaster Co. Suddenly a thunder shower occurred and we ran for a picnic 
shelter. As we were waiting for the rain to end a flock of shore birds came 
around the point. The first ones were easy — Ruddy Turnstones in bright 
summer plumage. The next six were also large and rather colorful, but not 
as easy to identify. As they huddled in the lee of the point we looked at 
them through binoculars, then checked the field quide, another look at the 
birds, check another mark in the book. The rain continued and the birds 
sat quietly, allowing us to positively identify them as Red Knots! What 

I didn't realiiiC at the time was that I would not see Red Knots again in Nebraska 
to this day, 

— Tanya Bray, 9708 Grover, Omaha, Nebraska 68124 

(Condensed from A Bird's Eye View. XII, b. Another Red Knot was reported 
from Branched Oak Lake 11 August 1974, NBH 43:28 and 38.) 

BURROWING OWLS. On 11 August 1985 I spotted a Burrowing Owl. 
I stopped to get a better look, and realized there was a second one on top 
of the closest power pole. This was the first time 1 had seen more than one 
at a time. As I reached for my binoculars I caught 
a little movement on the other side of the road. To 
my delight, I saw three Burrowing Owl chicks standing 
on the edge of the road. The two adults were equidistant- 
ly spaced on either aide of the burrow. I checked 
the chicks' progress over the next few weeks, discovering 
that there was a fourth I hadn't seen the first time, 
and last saw them around the middle of September. 

As you can see, the burrow is at the bottom 
of a ditch. It went underneath a concrete irrigation 
^ ditch. The farmer regulairly disced the weeds in 

the ditch, but each time he did (and fouled up the 
‘ %■ •-• entrance) the Owls quickly dug out their home, and 

continued raising their chicks. As well as I could 
tell from the pellets cast around the entrance the 
Owls were eating and feeding nothing but grasshoppers. 

The farmer didn't deserve theii- help on his crop. 

As best I can determine the chicks survived, but 
there were no Owls around when I passed their burrow 
in the middle of October. I found out that some 
one had filled the bui'row with wide-raouth beer bottles, 
which I didn't disturb- The one thing I found most 
intreresting about the chicks was that they always 
were standing in a row by the edge of the road 
when I drove toward the nest. I watched their body 
language closely, to assure the longest, closest look 
at them. The photo shows what I always saw when I started getting too close 
- one closest to the burrow generally in a crouch, the next one in an intermediate 
position, the next one just a little more erect, and the last one staring straight 
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at me. I got only three chicks in the photo because one had already moved. 
Onge we backed up too fast and I saw the head bobbing that they do when 
alarmed. 


- Doug G. Thomas, 1035 Mississippi Avenue, Alliance, Neb. 69301 

L/^TE REPORT OF COMMON RAVEN. On 16 December 1971 I saw a Common 
Raven 1 miles S of Wakefield, perched on a telephone pole by the road, about 
75 feet away. 1 saw it for 20-30 seconds, on a bright, sunny day. I was 
familiar with the species because of 3 years in the northwest. It wasn't until 

recently that 1 realized that the sighting was so unusual, but I did record 

it in my notes. 

- Wayne J. Mollhoff, 738 S. Third, Albion, Neb. 68620 

BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEES. One winter we saw from our kitchen 

window a one-legged Black-capped Chickadee. He flew down and grabbed 
a sunflower seed, but he couldn't perch, hold the seed, and peck it open 
to get the kernel out to eat. He then backed up into the crotch of two limbs 
to keep his balance so he could hold the seed with his one foot to peck it 
open. He stayed several weeks. 

Another time, in the fall, we netted a Chickadee that had been almost 
totally scalped by a predator, but had managed to free himself and survive, 
while the strips of skin on his head managed to adhere and heal down. 

We have banded over 50,000 birds in our 22 years of banding. In the 
early 1970's we began banding in Fontenelle Forest, and we have banded hundreds 
of Chickadees there, as well as many other birds. In the spring of 1986 Ruth 
Green netted some of the birds we had banded there. On 1 March she netted 
a Chickadee we had banded 6 March 1981 and one we had banded 16 February 
1980. On 16 March she netted two we banded 6 March 1981 and one we had 
banded 9 March 1978. When a bird is banded in the spring it is considered 
an AHY (after-hatc.hing-year) bird at least one year old. So here we have 
three birds banded in 1981 which were at least 6 years old when renetted, 
one banded in 1980 which was at least 7 years old, and one banded in 1978 
which was at least 9 years old. 

- Hazel and Fitzhugh Diggs, HR 1, Box 64, Hamburg, Iowa 51640 

WAYNE COUNTY. Our farm is 8 miles N and 1 W of Wayne. On 25 
and 26 October 1985 I saw a Le Conte's Sparrow near there in a wet pasture 
with very many marsh plants, and some small trees. On 29 November I saw 
10-20 Common Redpolls, in a weedy pasture that had not been grazed for 
two years. On 20 December 1985 I was looking for some Snow Buntings I 
had seen earlier that day, and I saw 17 Redpolls in a weedy fence row, near 
the first site. 

- Mike Ericson, HR 2, Wayne, Neb. 68787 

THE PEREGRINE AND THE PINTAIL. On 3 March 1985, while traveling 
between two of our farms, I noticed a hawk perched in the center of a small 
pond, close to the road, in a corn stubble field. This small pond had been 
frequented by many ducks the preceeding days, but none were visible this 
morning. As I stopped my pickup for a better look with my binoculars 1 could 
see that the hawk was struggling desperately to fly, but seemed to be held 
down by something in the water. With the glasses it was easy to see that 

it was a Peregrine Falcon trying to lift a Pintail that appeared to be dead. 

The weight of the large duck was more than the hawk could manage and all 
it could do was to slide the duck slowly along in the water. After several 
attempts to get the duck out of the water the hawk seemed to give up on 
moving the bird, but stayed perched on it while watching me. Although the 
hawk was no more than 100 feet from the road it showed no inclination to 
leave the prey. It was the closest sighting I've ever had of a Peregrine Falcon, 
and I was reluctant to leave, but 1 thought I should call Norris Alfred, as 
I knew he would want to see this. A short time later we arrived back at 

the scene, but the hawk and the duck had vanished. I wondered how the 

duck had disappeared, as I knew the hawk couldn't lift it out of the water 
to carry it away. After considerable searching and wandering I found the 
duck along the edge of the pond, out of the water. It wasn't dead, after 
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all, but was unable to fly. 1 don't know why the hawk would leave a sure 
meal, but I never saw it again. 

- Lee Morris^ Rt. 1, Box 14, Benedict, Neb. 68316 

RED-SHOULDERED HAWK. Ed Brogie, Mike Erickson, and I saw a Red-shoul¬ 
dered Hawk at Gavins Point Dam, Cedar Co., 11 January 1986. According 
to Willis Hall of Yankton, S. D., the bird had been seen off and on for several 
days prior to this sighting. The bird was observed both at rest and in flight, 
and exhibited the reddish wing linings and barred underparts. The whitish 
wing barrings and narrow tail bands were also seen closely. The bird was 
on the north side of the downstream side, which is still on the Nebraska side 
of the old channel. 

- Mark Brogie, Box 316, Creighton, Neb. 68729 

HAWK CONCENTRATION. On 3 October 1985 my father and I were 
sowing wheat on a field which had a lot of straw on it. The straw provided 
cover for field mice, and going over the field with a springtooth would flush 
out a mouse once in a while. Having a hawk pounce on a mouse is not unusual, 
but then 2 or 3 hawks would dive. When I looked up there were 10 hawks 
directly above, about 10 in the distance to the south, and 10 to the north. 
One group would catch a few mice, then another 8-10 hawks would take their 
place, and so on, I counted 50 hawks in this group. This was a beautiful 
sunny, warm day with no wind. The hawks were gliding effortlessly on 
the thermals as they worked their way in a diagonal line to the southeast. 
They were in no hurry, but at the same time it was as if they were in a cafeteria 
line, the way they flew over the field catching a couple of mice as they went. 
I'm guessing that the group were Swainson's; they looked as if they wore 
a tan hood over their head and neck, and had black wing tips. 

- Leon Marquart, RR 2, Box 4, Byron, Neb. 
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1986 (SIXTY-FIRST) SPRING OCCURRENCE REPORT 


Three hundred and four species were recorded in this report, from 
22 locations, compared to 296 from 22 locations in 1985, 293 from 13 in 1984, 
and 288 from 13 in 1983. 

The numbered columns are essentially spot checks (a one or two day 
visit to an area, or maybe more than one such visit) or unusual birds reported 
by visitors to the areas. The symbols used in these columns run from a, 
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for January, through z, for July, and so give some guide to the time, although 
for the specific time and locality the comments for the particular column should 
be consulted. The average reader can just take the symbol as indicating 
the species was present. 

1. Arthur, Garden, and Sheridan. 18 species. 1 = My 21, Garden 
Co., Tom Labedz; p = Je 5, Garden, and q = Je 4, Sheridan, both Ruth Green; 
r = Je 4, Grant, and s = Je 5, Arthur, both Wayne Mollhoff, and u = Je 15±, 
Sheridan, Mark Brogie and Bill Huser. The "q" Junco was a White-winged, 
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the "r" a Gray-headed. 

2. Cherry, Grant, Logan, and Thomas. 121 species,. n = Je 1, 
Cherry, Ruth Green; o = Je 1, Thomas, Ruth Green; q = Je 4. Cherry, Wayne 
Mollhoff; r = Je 4, Grant, Wayne Mollhoff, t = Je 7, Logan, Wayne Mollhoff; 
^ = Je 8, "north of Hyannis", Cherry or Grant, Doug Thomas, and u = Je 
15±, Cherry, Mark Brogie and Bill Huser. 

3. Buffalo, Franklin, Harlan, and Phelps, 83 species, plus a probable 
= Fe 28, Buffalo, Marie Strom; c = Mr 23, Phelps, Ruth Green 
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for participants in the Regional Audubon Meeting in Kearney; and d = Mr 
29, Franklin and Harlan, Babs and Loren Padelford. William Garthright saw 
a Chukar in Franklin Co. Je 7, but its actions made him think it was an escapee. 

4. Clay and Merrick, 8 species. b = Mr 2, Clay, Tom Hopf; £ = Mr 
21, Merrick, Rick Wright; c = Mr 22, Clay, Larry Einemann; and k = My 17, 
Merrick, Wayne Mollhoff. 

5. Platte, 11 species. e = Ap 4, Hank Thoenes; j = My 9, Norris Alfred 
and Lee Morris. See under Notes for comments on the Glaucous Gull. 
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6. Seward and York, 57 species. b = Mr 8, c = Mr 21, e = Ap 5, 
and f = Ap 12, all Babs and Loren Padelford; and j = My 10, John Dinan and 
Randy Stutheit. 

7. Cuming, Dixon, Dodge, and Wayne, 46 species. a = Ja 2, Wayne, 
Paul Pearson; ^ = Fe 10, Wayne, Mike Erickson; g = Ap 20, Cuming, Larry 
Einemann; h =; Ap 20, Dodge (these are birds seen only at Dead Timbers, 
but not in g, Cuming), Larry Einemann; j = My 6, and k = My 19, both Dixon, 
Mike Erickson. The Palm Warbler (western race) was found by Ed Brogie, 
Wayne, Gale Hamilton, Laurel, and 6 high school students in a small bushy 
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grove 4 mi. N. and 2 mi. E. of Dixon. They got a good look at it, with the 
light behind them, as it hopped around the cedar trees, feeding on insects. 
All the bird's characteristics were very evident: a red cap, yellow by the 
eye and on the throat, light streaking on the side, and yellow under-tail coverts. 
It is the first time any of them had seen this species. 

8. Saunders, 66 species, j = My 10, m = My 31, both Tanya Bray and 
Barb Wilson; m = Je 14, and z = S (J1 26), both by R, G. Cortelyou and 
Alice Rushton. 



9. 

Cass 

, Nemaha, 

, and 

Richardson, 101 species. 
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Green; c = Mr 21, Cass, g = Ap 18, Cass, both Rick Wright; h = Ap 19, 
Cass, Ruth Green; and y = Je 27, Nemaha and Richardson, Tanya Bray.The 
Great-tailed Crackles were seen from Highway 6, at about the Cass-Saunders 
line, feeding among livestock. 

The symbols used in the regular columns are: 

Ja, Fe, Mr, Ap, My, and Je for the months, 

NR for species which the reporter feels sure are there, but has no records 
for this period. 
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P to indicate a species which is present all the year, although the same 
individuals may not be present during the whole year, and the numbers may 
vary greatly during the year. 

(P) for species which would be reported as P, except that insufficient or 
no actual dates are given. 

- S to indicate a species which the compiler knows remained after June. 
A late June date does not necessarily mean the species did not remain. 

W - to indicate a species which was reported as present before January, 
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W - S indicates much the same thing as - S, but is used in cases for which 
the pattern is not always true. 

X is used instead of a date when the specific date is not given. 

* to indicte a comment in the locality comments. 

Other symbols are explained in the locality comments, 

Two dates indicate the first and last records for that location. The 
information is presented in a rough west (left) to east (right) order, with 
locations of about the same longitude presented in a north to south order. 
The number of species reported, the names of reporters (and of other observers 


e a; 


o CO 


tio 


e 


XI I x 


<1-71 S i-n 


rvj fM 


U T3 
O O 


O' oo 


XI >> X !>- 


o, & o. & a, ^ 


oo 

fM 
OJ <u 


CO 


, f § 

cul B 

X 8 2 
S P, O 


^1 
XI e 
p 3 


a 

T3 T3 


f ^ 


g 3 

. O [C 

'p o p. 

- ^ O nj 


xs 4J.S ^ OO oo'oj^oo'rto 

aiac cQb^) xi qS 


o 


O aj 

*>, Oh C O 


5 T) 
tn o 

6 ^ 


& 

r- ^ 


W ^ 


Y~b Flycatch. - - - _________ 22 







My 20 


Nebraska Bird Review 


55 


when known) and special comments are given below in alphabetical order by 
locations. In making the species count, "sp." is not counted if a specific 
species of that group is also reported. 

Adams, Hastings, 90 + (18) species. Miss Bernice Welch, reporter, Elsie 
Helzer, Esther Kennedy, Dorothy Marsh, Thelma Sale. 

Boone, Albion, 189 species, Wayne J. Mollhoff, reporter. These were 
his first Boone Co. records for Horned Grebe, Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, 
Greater Scaup, and Chestnut-collared Longspurs (and see Notes on the Scaup 
and Longspurs), and his first nest record for Long-eared Owls. 
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Dakota, South Sioux City, 184 + (4) species, Bill Huser, reporter. Kurt 
Dean, Teri Dolezal, Bob LorRayne, Wayne Livermore, Jerry Probst, Dave Stage. 

Dawes, Crawford, 54 species, Jim Minyard, reporter, plus observations 
about Je 15 made by Mark Brogie and Bill Huser in Sowbelly Canyon (Western 
Flycatcher) and Chadron State Park. The Lesser Goldfinch had a black back 
and top of head, white wingbars, yellow throat, breast, and underparts. It 
was with a flock of American Goldfinches, which came to the Minyards' bird 
pond. This is the second out of the last five years that they have seen the 
bird. The only prior report of Lesser Goldfinch in Nebraska was for 20 
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May 1984, at Gilbert-Baker Wildlife Area in adjacent Sioux Co. (NBR 52:42), and 
that bird, too, was with American Goldfinches. 

Douglas (and Sarpy), Omaha and Bellevue, 224 + (2) species, Tanya 
Bray, R. G. Cortelyou, Ruth Green, Babs and Loren Padelford, reporters, 
Russell Benedict, Duane Bright, R. F. Ferguson, Betty Grennon, Gregg Heppner. 
James Kovanda, Robert McMorris, Wanda Neaderhiser, Neal Ratzlaff, John Row, 
B. J. Rose, Alice Rushton, Jerry Toll, Melanie Wigg, Rick Wright, observers. 
The Prairie-Chicken is commented on under Notes; it is a late date for Least 
Flycatcher; Winter Wrens wre reported from Fontenelle Forest earlier, but without 
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any dates given; and four birds seen Mr 28 probably were Lapland Longspurs, 
but were not seen well enought to be sure. The w represents records from 
Washington Co., the Shrike sp. by Alice Rushton, the others by Ruth Green 
and Rick Wright on a Breeding Bird Survey Je 24. See Polk Co. for comments 
on the lack of Olive-sided Flycatcher records. 

Hall, see Howard. 

Howard (and Hall), St. Libory and Grand Island, 123 + (1) species. 
Bill Schleicher, reporter, LeRoy Burhman, Vera Coons, Larry Einemann, William 
Lemburg, Gary and Kari Lingle, Clara McCann, Helen Seim, Rick Wright, and 
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Jack Zlonke, observers. Items marked A are observations by Mr. Einemann 
between Grand Island and Gibbon, so some may be from Buffalo Co. The. 
Least Bittern was found dead on Mormon Island Crane Meadows. The Ross' 
Geese were the first ones Mr. Lemburg has seen around his place, The Snipe 
had young with them, and this was the first time Mr. Lemburg has seen breeding 
Snipe in the area. 

Lancaster, Lincoln, 191 + (4) species, Tanya Bray, Wm. C. Garthright, 
Larry Einemann, Paul and Karla Kaufman, Thomas E. Labedz, Mabel B. Ott, 
and Babs and Loren Padelford, reporters. Dr. Norma Johnson, Ray Korpi, 
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Nebraska Bird Review 


The Golden-winged Warbler and 


B. C. Lavelle, and Rick Wright, observers, 
the Lazuli Bunting were singing males. 

Lincoln, North Platte, 172 + (4) species, Mrs. A. B. Gunlicks, reporter, 
all attendees at the Annual Meeting, observers. During the meeting Mrs. 
Ruth Green banded a female Tennessee Warbler at the Fish Hatchery. The 
bird had a very active brood patch. Within two hours she had netted the 
bird a second time. It was flying in and out of a dense hedgerow composed 
primarily of Russian olives and many other species of shrubs and trees. She 
also observed a singing male in the hedgerow. She believes it is very possible 
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they were nesting there (they nest on the ground). This is well south of 
their normal nesting area. 

McPherson, Tryon, 38 species, Mrs. Oona Bassett, reporter. Mrs. Bassett 
spends the winter in Arizona, and her first date is 1 May, so winter birds 
are not represented. 

Pierce, Creighton, 139 + (21) species, Mark Brogie, reporter, Eldon 


Marsh and Mike Erickson, 

observers. 

The 

Brogies 

live 

in 

Creighton 

but 

the 

report is 

primarily 

for Willow Creek 

Recreation Area. 
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Co. records by Mark and Ellen Brogie. They had Evening Grosbeaks at their 
feeder this winter, saw Sandhill Cranes over Creighton Ap 1, and Eastern 
and Say's Phoebes in Knox Co. on that day. "A" marks records in Antelope 
Co.. The Sprague's Pipit was observed singing on Ap 20 and 21 by Mr. 
Marsh, of Brunswick, Antelope Co. On Ja 11 the Brogies saw two Killdeer 
at Grove Lake. They were sitting on the ice at the south side of the lake, 
next to a small patch of open water caused by the "trout stream" feeding 
into the lake. They also saw a Field Sparrow, in the company of a flock of 
American Tree Sparrows frequenting an overgrown cedar shelterbelt. The 
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bright pink bill, white eye ring, and white wing bars were clearly seen. 
The K entries are Knox Co. items by Mr. Erickson, except that the Rough-legged 
Hawk was seen Ja 22. The Merlin's (a male) falcon profile was diagnostic. 
It was light blue on the back and had a heavily streaked breast, which was 
very light in color. The tail was barred and tipped in white, the head was 
light colored, with a faint mustachial streak. The light coloration of the black 
wing tips and tail markings made him believe it was the pale riohardsonii form. 
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The Saw-whet Owl called from a spruce tree outside his yard, with the continuous 
too-too-too call lasting over 3 minutes. Purple Finches, Common Redpolls, 
Pine Siskins, and Evening Grosbeaks were still in Knox Co. in good numbers 
on Fe 27. 

Polk, Polk, 145 + (!) species, plus the possibility that the one of the 
Empidonax sp. was one not listed, Norris Alfred, reporter, Mike Bello, Larry 
Cooper, Larry Einemann, Lennis Lind, Donna Loschen, Louise Merchant, and 
Lee, Shirley, and Steve Morris, observers. Ross' Geese were rumored to 
none were located. Wood Ducks were reported 
to have been there 3 weeks before the date 
given. Before Mr 10 one observer saw 
cc ^ a bird that might have been a Mississippi 
Kite but it was not positively identified. 
A dead Sharp-shin was found on a road 
CL, My 25. The Lapland Longspur was also 

found dead. Mr. Morris hadn't seen an 
Olive-sdided Flycatcher or a Lark Bunting 
Qj in the area for years. (Spring of 1979 

is the last time an Olive-sided Flycatcher 
E was listed on the Spring Occurrence Report 

tiC from a location west of Lancaster Co., and 
I it is even before that that it wasn't reported 

from Sarpy Co.) A Rufous-sided Towhee 
Ph and a Cowbird were seen Ja 1. 

Sarpy, see Douglas. 

p Scotts Bluff, Gering, 150 + (2) species, 

^ Alice Kenitz, reporter, Dorothy Adcock, 

^ Lydia Bolz, Joyce Brashear, Mark Heisinger, 
Nora Mae Vance, observers. The Cassin's 
t Kingbird was seen in Banner Co. on a Bird 

Atlas survey. The Eastern Bluebirds were 
Ph nesting in a box set out for Mountain Blue¬ 

birds. Grasshopper Sparrows were numer- 
^ ous, and after hearing them so much this 

Pj year Mrs. Kenitz thinks she has heard them 

in the Buffalo Creek Wildlife Area for years 
without recognizing them. A Gray-headed 
Junco was seen Mr 15, and the one seen 
My 18 may also have been one, but the 
o t o TJ identification isn't sure. The Western Fly- 

^ ® catcher was seen by Joyce Brashear in her 

(u >> fn dj ^ yard in Scottsbluff. It was on a wire 

tL, S S i-n and she saw its eye ring, wing bars, and 

I ' I yellow underside. The size was right. She 

° M ^ ° very close to the bird and was able 

^ ' j>, ^ to study it for quite a long time. 

S ^ ^ Sioux, Mitchell, 107 + (25) species, 

' ' I Helen and David Hughson, reporters, Mark 

^ 2® Brogie, Bill Huser, and Doug Thomas, ob- 

ju ' servers. The Hughsons live in southern 

'"i S p-n Sioux Co. , but their mail is delivered through 

I rg Mitchell. Mr. Brogie and Mr. Huser made 

^ a observations in the county in mid-June (shown 

^ as Je 15); Mr. Thomas made observations 

rS ^ at Agate National Monument on Je 21. 
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CLARK'S GREBE 

A Clark's Grebe was taken in Keith 
Co. in June 1986, and is now in the State 
Museum. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Birds of Nebraska: A Critically Evaluated List, Tanya Bray, Barbara 
K. Padelford, and W. Ross Silcock, 112 pp., 5^ x 8^, paper, available from 
Barbara Padelford, 1405 Little John Road, Bellevue, Neb. 68005, $4.00 per 

copy, plus $.75 mailing fee for 1 or 2 copies, $1.00 for 3 or 4 copies, $1.25 
for 5 or more copies. 

The authors of Tae Birds of Nebraska have examined the records for the 
445 species (including Clark's Grebe) that have been listed for Nebraska (some 
in error), and classified them as to the reliability of the record and the frequency 
of occurrence. Birds for which a specimen, an adequate photograph, or a 
recording could be located are Class I-S, I-P, or I-R, respectively: those 
for which diagnostic descriptions are available are Class II (more than one 
description) or III; down to Class VI (error, escapee, or unsuccessful introduction). 
Four hundred and seven species are Class III or better, 38 are not. Birds 
reported in 9 or 10 of the last 10 years, and a few reported in only 8 of those 
years, are classified Regular, birds reported in only 2 or less, and a few 
reported in 3 years, are classified Accidental, birds between these two classes 
are classified Casual. The authors state "no attempt has been made to analyze 
either spatial or yearly temporal distribution within Nebraska", nor is there 
any indication of relative abundance. For the less common species, including 
some accepted species, both the accepted and non-accepted records are mentioned, 
at least as to number if not as to exact details. Some idea of the work involved 
can be gained from the articles on the Mottled Duck and the Mexican Duck 
in the June 1986 issue {NBR 54; 39 and 41), which give more detail than is 
shown in their book. If you want to know how reliable the evidence is for 
including a species in the Nebraska list, this book will tell you. 

Eskimo Curlew A Vanishing Species? J. B. Gollop, T. W. Barry, and 
E. H. Iversen, 160 pp., 5^ x 8^, Special Publication No. 17 of The Saskatchewan 
Natural History Society, paper, available from the Blue Jay Bookshop, Box 
1121, Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 3B4, Canada, $9.00 (Canadian), postpaid. 

This is the sad story of the Eskimo Curlew, from the first records to 
the present day. Much use is made of the records of George Cartwright, 
a British factor in Labrador in the late 1700's, and of the Hudson's Bay Co.'s 
R. R. MacFarlane's records of his collecting for The Smithsonian Institution 
in the mid-1800's, in the northwest corner of Canada's Northwest Territories. 
Myron Swenk's long article. The Eskimo Curlew and its disappearance, NOU Pro¬ 
ceedings 6:25-44, as reprinted with additions by the Smithsonian Institution, 
is probably the third most important reference used. Swenk's article includes 
information on the unfortunate market hunting in the Nebraska area. But 
every location, from Russia, Alaska, and northern Canada, to Argentina and 
the Falkland Islands, for which a reference could be found, is covered as 
to status, dates, and localities. There are maps, pictures, and a 30-page 
bibliography; no index, but a rather detailed Table of Contents may substitute 
for it. If you are interested in the past, present, or future of the Eskimo 
Curlew, this seems to be the place to start. (The second line of the caption 
for Fig. 6, p. 20, should read "Eskimo Curlew, Little Curlew, and Whimbrel".) 

Harrier, Hawk of the Marshes: The Hawk that is Ruled by a Mouse, 
Frances Hamerstrom, 172 pp., 6 x 9i, Smithsonian Institution Press, Washington, 
D. C., indexed, cloth $24.95, paper $10.95. 

This is the story of Mrs. Hamerstrom's 25-year study of Northern Harriers 
(done in her spare time from the study of Prairie-Chicken), told in short 
anecdotal chapters that are interesting reading while they bring out some point 
about Harriers. In addition to pictures, maps, and a bibliography, there 
are tables of measurement comparisons between the European Hen Harrier and 
the Northern Harrier, measurements of DDT and allied chemicals from biopsies 
of Harriers in her study area, results of monogamous, bigamous, and trigamous 
nesting, and the like. 

Birds Worth Watching, George Miksch Sutton, 208 pp. , 6i x 9i, University 
of Oklahoma Press, Norman, indexed, cloth $19.95. 

This is a collection of short (3 pages or so) articles about 60 different 
birds, with a color picture of each species included. Dr. Sutton tells of incidents 
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with the birds, sometimes things that aren't common knowledge, and often 
includes questions about things he would have liked to know about the birds, 
but didn't. Only two of the birds are not on the Nebraska list. Because 
each article stands alone, the book is particularly suitable for casual browsing. 

A Revised List of the Birds of Nebraska and Adjacent Plains States, 
Paul A Johnsgard, 170 pp.» 8^ x 11, indexed, paper, available from Nebraska 
Ornithlogists' Union, Inc. (NOU), University of Nebraska State Museum, Lincoln, 
Neb. 68588, $7.00, plus $1.50 for mailing. 

Dr. Johnsgard's Third Printing of his (originally) FpeZiminary List is es¬ 
sentially the original, with some additions, a few in the text and the others 
on page 120. It does not include about a dozen species included in The Birds of 
Nebraska (reviewed above), mostly escapees or errors, but does include Clark's 
Grebe. The species accounts give information on abundance, seasonal appearance 
and dates of migration, and the section of the state in which they occur. 
The species order is still that of the. AOU bth Edition, but since there is an index 
this is not important. Range maps are included, and a new feature is the 
inclusion of the Checklist of Nebraska Birds, originally published as a supplement 
to the NEBRASKAland Magazine bird issue. The NEBEASKAland list of the more com¬ 
mon birds has had the page number in Dr. Johnsgard's book added. If you 
want to know if a bird is out of season, or out of its normal range, or you 
want to know where and when to go to try to find it, this book will guide 
you. 


WHOOPING CRANES IN BLAINE COUNTY 

On 7 April 1986 John Manning, of Norfolk, and I observed a pair of 

Whooping Cranes (Crus Americana) in southeastern Blaine Co., about 20 miles west 
of Taylor. I was notified by a local rancher, who found them while feeding 
his cattle that morning. John and I were guided to where the birds were 
feeding in a field. We observed them from about 1400 to 1500 hours as they 
fed leisurely. About 1500 hours they took off and flew out of sight, heading 
toward the Middle Loup River. They were found again in the same field about 
1745 and observed until about 1915 hours, when they went to roost. The 

pair was kept under observation the next day by Greg Wingfield, a biologist 

from the Game and Parks Commission. They spent that night in a marshy 
area about half a mile northwest of the field where they fed. On the 9th 
they were observed taking off about 1100 hours, catching a rising thermal 

and flying off to the north. 

Both were adults in white plumage with black primaries. Their foreheads 
were red, bordered on the rear with black. Both were marked with colored 
plastic leg bands and had been seen in Nebraska previously. Gary Lingle 
of the Platte River Whooping Crane Trust and Ross Lock of the Game and 
Parks Commission were kind enough to supply the following information on 

past movements of the birds. 

One bird was banded with a white band on the left leg, a tan-appearing 
band on the right. The "tan" band was actually red, but because of a radio 
transmitter attached to it, the band appeared to be tan. It had been banded 
as a chick at Wood Buffalo National Park in Alberta, Canada, in 1982. That 
fall it was seen with its parents in Brown Co., near Ainsworth, about 55 miles 
north of where we saw it. In 1983 it was tracked across the state in the 

spring and back in the fall, but it did not stop in the state. In the spring 
of 1984 it was observed near North Platte for 22 days, and then tracked to 
the nesting grounds in Canada. 

The other bird had a red band on the left leg, yellow on the right. 
It was banded and fitted with a radio transmitter as a chick at Wood Buffalo 
in 1983. It crossed the state that fall without stopping. The next spring 
(1984) it was seen near Brownlee, in Cherry Co. 

The birds were seen together as a pair at Wood Buffalo in the fall of 
1985. They migrated south together and spent the 1985-86 winter together 

at Aransas NWR in Texas. 

Two weeks later, on 21 April 1986, a group of five adult Whooping Cranes 
were observed about a mile northwest of Milburn, in Custer Co., about 5 

miles south of where we saw the pair. This group did not include either 
of the birds we saw. The group was observed for about 2 hours before they 
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flew off to the north. 

These are the third and fourth confirmed sightings in this area. In 
the spring of 1984 a pair was observed for several days at the same site near 
Milburn. In 1984 three birds were seen on the same ranch where John and 

1 saw the pair. There have also been a number of unconfirmed sightings 
in the area in the intervening years. This must lead to speculation that the 
area is being used more or less regularly. It also raises questions about 
the possibility of the migration corridor being shifted slightly to the east. 

A note of caution is in order for any birders who might think of driving 
out there on the chance of finding Cranes. The birds we were shown were 
on a private ranch, nearly two miles from the only road in the area, and were 
never visible from the road. There are literally hundreds of square miles 
that are roadless and inaccessible for every mile that can be seen from one 
of the few roads in the area. The odds of finding a Crane by chance are 
astronomically small. 

Thanks go to Gary LIngle and Ross Lock for sharing information on 
the birds' history, to Greg Wingfield for information on the second group 
of birds, and to all of them for reviewing a draft of this note. Special thanks 
go to the ranchers for alerting me to the Cranes' presence and for the warm 
hospitality extended during our visit. 

- Wayne J. Mollhoff, 735 S. Thirds Albion, Web. 68620 

In addition to the two sightings mentioned above (7 and 21 April), the 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Grand Island, reported these other confirmed sightings: 

Two adults and one young 2-3 April in Furnas Co., 2 mi. west and 

2 mi. north of the intersection of Highways 14 and 136, and the same group 
3-6 April in Lincoln Co., .5 mi. south and .5 mi. west of Maxwell. 

Two adults and a young in Custer Co. 5 April, 4 mi. northwest of Callaway. 
The same group was seen 11-17 April 4 mi. east and 2 mi. south of Ardath, 
Saskatchewan, Canada. 


NOTES 

GREATER SCAUP IN BOONE COUNTY. On 27 and 28 March 1986 I observed 
a male Greater Scaup (Aythya marila) 2.5 miles west, 1.5 miles south of Peters¬ 
burg. I first noted the bird in the company of a male Canvasback and noted 
the green gloss on its rounded head. Its body was virtually the same size 
as the Canvasback it was with, and the two of them stayed together during 
the 45 minutes I observed them on the 27th. It did not associate at all with 
a small flock of Lesser Scaup elsewhere on the lake. I studied the bird closely 
and noted that the head appeared smoothly rounded, with no hint of a hump. 

1 could also clearly see that the black nail on the bill was as wide as the tip 
of the bill. 

The following morning I returned at sunrise and again found the bird 
with the Canvasback. In addition to noting the marks seen previously, I 
noted the very pale gray unmarked sides, which were as pale as the Canvasback's 
sides, and the gray, finely vermiculated back. After moving up and dowm 
the lakeshore for an hour, "herding" the bird ahead of me, I finally managed 
to get it maneuvered into a small bay at the other end of the lake and alongside 
a male Lesser Scaup. With the birds side by side, the size difference was 
obvious. The Lesser Scaup had a hump on the back of its head, its head 
had a purplish sheen, it had darker gray, marked sides, a darker back, and 
a narrower black nail on the bill. I finally flushed them by charging at them, 
yelling, and finally could see the much more extensive white wing stripe of 
the Greater Scaup. 

The Greater Scaup is recorded in Nebraska fairly frequently, although 
not every year. This is my first record of the species in Boone Co. I suspect 
that they are here more often than I've seen them, and that I've overlooked 
them in the past. 

- Wayne J. Mollhoff, 756 S. Third, Albion, Neb. 68620 

PRAIRIE-CHICKENS. On 20 April 1986 I saw a couple of Prairie-Chickens 

2 miles north of Eppley Airfield, on Abbott Drive and Crown Point Avenue, 

Omaha. I walked around the corner of a building, and the birds didn't 

see me at first. They were both feeding in a short grass lawn, about 50 
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feet from me. When they saw me they flew about 75 yards into an alfalfa 
field. The first thing I noticed was their size, smaller than a hen Pheasant's. 
Although the head and beak seemed smaller, the neck seemed longer. I noticed 
the barring on the bird facing me. When they flew I noticed the short, slightly 
rounded, tails. At least one bird had a dark tail, indicating a male. I didn't 
notice the other bird’s tail color. As they flew they made a non-pheasant-like 
call. These observations were made without binoculars or scope. I checked 
the area the evening of the 22nd, the morning of the 23rd, and the morning 
and evening of the 26th, but didn't see or hear the birds again. 

- Douglas Fritz, 1641 W St ., Omaha, Neb ., 68107 

GLAUCOUS GULL. At about 6 PM on 4 April 1986 Tom Headley, Babs 
Baldinger, Nancy Thoenes, and I were at Lake North, north of Columbus. 
Tom saw a large white gull. We put the Questar on it and found that it was 
slightly larger than a Herring Gull that passed by. The Glaucous Gull had 
a white head, with black eyes; a white back; its wings were white (it stretched 
them and all was white); and breast mostly white, with some tan or beige 
on its chest, very slight coloring. The bill was flesh colored, with the front 
1/3 black on top and bottom, and the feet were pink colored. We decided 
it was a first winter Glaucous Gull. 

- Hank Thoenes, ojo Tom Headley, 37236 Great Oaks Court, 

Mt. Clemens, Mich. 48043 

CHESTNUT-COLLARED LONGSPURS. The spring blizzard which struck 
this area 14/15 April 1986 was hard on local birdlife. While birding on the 
morning of the 15th I found a Chestnut-collared Long spur (Calcarius ornatus) 
feeding in a cornfield. I was surprised when it let me approach within 40 
ft. without showing alarm. When it turned sidewise to the 30-40 mph wind, 
it was literally blown over several times. It was in such a condition that 
I almost caught it by hand, and could easily have done so with a butterfly 
net. The next day I was given three Chestnut-collareds by people who had 
found them dead. All had depleted fat reserves and were markdly underweight, 
evidently from fighting the 40-70 mph winds the previous 24 hours. They 
were preserved as study skins and placed in the collection at Wayne State 
College. 

- Wayne J. MoUhoff, 736 S. Third, Albion, Neb. 68620 
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SHARP-TAILED SANDPIPER AND IVORY GULL REPORTED 

SHARP-TAILED SANDPIPER. On 12 October 1986 we saw an unusual 
sandpiper, in company of three dowitchers, on the east side of Nebraska Highway 
15, about half the distance between the Platte River and Octavia, Butler Co. 
We watched the bird from about 1:30 to about 2:30 PM so the sun was at our 
backs. We had two telescopes (one used at 20x, the other at 40x), and one 
8x and two lOx binoculars, and had the Peterson and National Geographic 
guides. The road ditch was flooded; the adjacent land land was pasture. 
The bird was 30 to 40 feet from us at all times. 

We thought the bird to be a juvenile Sharp-tailed Sandpiper {Calidris acu¬ 
minata), It had a dark gray, eye stripe and a finely barred reddish cap, which 
set off a white supercilliary. The eye stripe and cap met at the base of the 
upper mandible. The supercilliary appeared to be broadest near the back 
of the head, but did not extend behind the head. The back of the head and 
the nape were slightly buff colored, with fine dark barring. The solid black, 
thick bill was equal to the length of the head. The back had a scaly appearance; 
the body of each feather was black and the edges were golden. The wings 
extended just beyond the tail tip and the black primary feathers were edged 
with red. Overall, the back and wings were rufous/golden with black scales 
which increased in size as they approached the tail. The white throat was 
highlighted by finely barred white cheeks and a buffy breast. The breast 
had a fine barring on the edges and a very faint necklace. The necklace 
was created by a few short dark streaks, and was seen only under high 
magnification. The remainder of the breast was unbarred buff, which ended 
sharply at the belly. The belly and undertail coverts were white and unbarred. 
Its short legs were yellow, with large yellow feet. The bird at times fed 
near the dowitchers, affording a good size comparison. The Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
was about two-thirds the size of the dowitchers. The bird picked at the grass 
and water surface, rather than probing. It also tended to feed near the water's 
edge. It did not call, raise its wings, nor fly while under our observation. 

We ruled out the birds with which we are familiar; the Pectoral Sandpiper 
because this bird did not have a barred breast; the Western Sandpiper because 
this bird was larger and had a buffy breast; and the Stilt Sandpiper because 
this bird had short legs. 

- Sandy and Jim Kooanda, 8002 So, 45th Ave., Omaha, Neb. 68157 

Bill Otto, 5009 Lafayette St., Omaha, Neb. 68152 

Babs Padelford and B. J. Rose went out the next day to try to photograph 
the Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, but the birds had moved, 

IVORY GULL. On 12 October 1986 we were binding six miles east and 
half a mile south of Brunswick, Antelope Co. The day was overcast, with 
periods of light mist. It had snowed the day before, and the temperature 
was about 45° to 50°. 

We were sitting in our vehicle at the edge of the road, facing south, 
when a white gull appeared, coming toward us at a low altitude. The wings 
were pointed, and the flap of the wings was definitely gull. It was completely 
white, with black legs and feet and a black bill. Before reaching us it veered 
to our right and landed in a new short green growth rye field. It presented 
us a full side view from about 100 yards away. We viewed it for perhaps 
three minutes. We were both using 10 power glasses - Ziess 10x25 and Tasco 
7-15x35. While the tip of the beak did not show yellow, it was light colored. 
Outside of the dark eye, and black legs, feet, and bill, there were no markings. 
It was a clear white, not off-colored gray or tan. We judged its length to 
be fourteen inches. From A.-Guide .to Field -Identification Birds of North America 
by Robbins, Bruun, Zim, and Singer, and Field Guide to the Birds of North Amer¬ 
ica, National Geographic Society, we identified this bird as an Ivory Gull. 
It flew off to the northeast. We turned around and followed, but did not 
sight it again. 

— T. Eldon and Barbara Marsh, PO Box 365, Brunswick, Neb. 68725-0365 

These apparently are the first reports of these two species in Nebraska. 
The Records Committee has not yet reviewed these reports. Babs Padelford 
points out that Iowa Birds (p. 149) reports a sight record for the Sharp-tailed 
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Sandpiper at the Coralville Reservoir, Johnson Co. , Iowa 3 October 1974 
and (p. 168) reports a sight record of an immature Ivory Gull at Rathburn 

Reservoir, Appanoose Co., Iowa 20 December 1975. The AOU Checklist (sixth edi¬ 
tion) calls the Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (p. 198) casual in Colorado and Iowa, 
and the Ivory Gull (p. 226) casual in Iowa. 

— Eldon and Barbara Marshy PO Box 365, Brunswick, Neb. 68725-0365 

These apparently are the first reports of these two species in Nebraska. 
The Records Committee has not yet reviewed these reports. Babs Padelford 
points out that Iowa Birds (p. 149) reports a sight record for the Sharp-tailed 
Sandpiper at the Coralville Reservoir, Johnson Co., Iowa 3 October 1974 
and (p. 168) reports a sight record of an immature Ivory Gull at Rathburn 

Reservoir, Appanoose Co., Iowa 20 December 1975. The AOU Checklist (sixth edi¬ 
tion) calls the Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (p. 198) casual in Colorado and Iowa, 

and the Ivory Gull (p. 226) casual in Iowa. 

... ON OL'R NEBRASKA RECORDS", REVISITED 

At the second annual meeting of the NOU, Dr. Robert H. Wolcott, one 
of our founders, presented a paper titled "On Migration Records and On Our 
Nebraska Records" (proc. NOU 2t('9, 1901), which included a plea for better docu¬ 
mentation. He said, in part, "These problems must be met and answered 
in a spirit of scientific accuracy, if our conclusions are to carry weight with 
those living outside our borders. We must know what we know and record 
only what we know we know. We must be open at all times to conviction, 
but at the same time we must subject every fact presented to the most thorough 
criticism. As a society we must judge kindly, but most critically with the 
records presented by our members for our consideration." 

At that time, documentation meant a shotgun and stuffed specimens. Since 
that time, fewer and fewer birds have been killed expressly for documentation, 
the study skins having been largely replaced for documentation purposes by 
photographs, tape recordings, and written records. The amount of time required 
for documentation has changed little, however. Indeed, it frequently takes 
longer to obtain adequate photographs than it would take a practiced museum 
worker to shoot and prepare a specimen. Another thing that has not changed 
is the absolute necessity of providing a record that will be available for study 
by future researchers when some question arises. This record may be a study 
skin, photo, recording, or a written documentaion, Each type of record has 
its strong points and its drawbacks, and none by itself is perfect for all cases. 
It must be remembered that none of them are of any value without complete- 
supporting data whose veracity is beyond doubt. Keeping accurate records 
and making reports available in the scientific literature are two of the criteria 
which separate ornithologists from casual birdwatchers. With a bit of practice 
and guidance almost anyone can provide adequate documentation, but it does 
require some time and self-discipline. The first step, the decision to do so, 
is the biggest one; it gets progressively easier as you go along. 

Who should provide a documentation? Anyone who sees a bird that is 
not v.fhere it should be when it should be. This applies to everyone , amateur 
and professional alike. One of our most noteworthy ornithologists. Prof. Lawrence 
Bruner, reported a Magnificent Frigatebird along the Elkhorn River near West 
Point, in the spring of 1884, but provided no supporting details that give 
a clue as to whether he was correct in his identification. His report is intriguing, 
but its validity must remain at least somewhat questionable because there is 
simply nothing available to support it. His word, even as an eminent authority, 
is simply not adequate. Neither is anyone else's. It is not that his veracity 
or ability is questioned; it is simply that he did not provide us enough information.- 
As a result, a "once-in-a-lifetime" record leaves us wondering, and we'll never 
be sure beyond a reasonable doubt, just what he saw. In the century since 
that time, no one else has reported a Magnificent Frigatebird in Nebraska. 

In order to better understand the timing and distribution patterns of 
the birds of Nebraska, the NOU Records Committee is asking that a documentation 
be submitted with every reported sighting of birds on the following list. All 
species on the list have been reported in the state previously. The documentation 
to support the occurrence of each species varies from non-existent to completely 
adequate. As already stated, documentation includes evidence such as written 
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records, recordings, and photos, as well as preserved specimens. Certainly 
anyone who finds a dead specimen of a bird listed should make every effort 
to preserve it for future study. If you find such a bird and are unsure 
how to handle it, put it in a plastic bag, throw it in the freezer, and call 
the author for further instructions. 

This list does not include all the species that may need to be documented. 
Any species not previously reported in the state should be carefully documented, 
as should any species not listed on the current NOU Field Card. Other birds 
to be documented are those that may be regular in one end of the state but 
not at the other (e.g., Western Tanager in the east, or Summer Tanager in 
the west), or regular at one season but not at another {e.g., Harris' Sparrow 
in summer, or Swainson's Hawk in winter). As a general guideline, any bird 
that is out of season and/or out of range needs to be documented. Birds 
on the following list should be documented every time they are seen, anywhere 
in the state. Your experience in your area will show you which other ones 
need to be documented for your particular location. Documentations should 
be sent directly to the chairman of the Records Committee. 

Red-throated, Arctic, and Pacific Loons; Red-necked and Clark's Grebes; 
Brown Pelican, Olivaceous Cormorant, Anhinga, Magnificent Frigatebird, Snowy 
Egret, Tri-colored Heron; White and Glossy Ibises; Tundra Swan; Bean and 
Ross' Geese; Brant, Eurasian Wigeon, Greater Scaup, any eider. Harlequin 
Duck, Oldsquaw, any scoter, Barrow's Goldeneye, Black Vulture, any kite. 
Northern Goshawk, Harris' Hawk, Peregrine Falcon, Gyrfalcon; Ruffed and Sage 
Grouse; Lesser Prairie-Chicken, any introduced quail; Yellow, Black, Clapper, 
and King Rails; Purple Gallinule, Common Moorhen; Common and Whooping Cranes; 
Snowy and Mountain Plovers; Black-necked Stilt, Eskimo Curlew, Whimbrel, 
Red Knot, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Short-billed Dowitcher, Red Phalarope, any 
jaeger; Laughing, Common Black-backed, California, Thayer's, Iceland, Glaucous, 
and Ivory Gulls; Black-legged Kittiwake, Sabine's Gull, Common Tern, Common 
Ground-Dove, Monk Parakeet, Groove-billed Ani, Northern Hawk-Owl, Great 
Gray and Boreal Owls; Calliope and Broad-tailed Hummingbirds; Red-naped and 
Williamson's Sapsuckers: Three-toed and Pileated Woodpeckers; Yellow-bellied, 
Hammond's, Western, Vermilion, Ash-throated, and Scissor-tailed Flyctchers; Gray, 
Steller's, and Scrub Jays; Clark's Nutcracker; Chihuahuan and Common Ravens; 
Carolina and Mountain Chickadees; Canyon and Bewick's Wrens; American Dipper, 
Western Bluebird, Varied Thrush; Sage amd Curve-billed Thrashers; Sprague's 
Pipit, Phainopepla; Blue-winged, Golden-winged, Cape May, Black-throated Blue, 
Black-throated Gray, Townsend's, Hermit, Pine, Prairie, Worm-eating, and Swain¬ 
son's Warblers; Louisiana Waterthrush; Connecticut and Hooded Warblers; Painted 
Bunting; Green-tailed and Brown Towhees; Cassin's, Black-throated, Baird's, 
Henslow's, Sharp-tailed, and Golden-crowned Sparrows; Smith's Longspur; Hooded 
and Scott's Orioles; Rosy Finch, Pine Grosbeak, White-winged Crossbill, Hoary 
Redpoll, and Lesser Goldfinch. 

- Wayne J. Mollhoff, Chairman^ NOU Records Committee, 

736 S. Third, Albion, Neb. 68620 

BY-LAWS OF THE N.O.U. RECORDS COMMITTEE 

I. NAME. The name of the committee is the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 
Records Committee, hereafter referred to as "the committee". 

II. STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY. This committee exists to serve the ornitholo¬ 
gical community in Nebraska, not vice versa. It exists to promote and help 
maintain a high degree of quality and integrity in Nebraska ornithology. All 
Nebraska ornithologists should understand this and realize that for the committee 
to achieve these goals, it needs the support of all interested persons. The 
committee should be regarded as a logical, convenient clearinghouse in regards 
to records of Nebraska birds. All ornithologists, professional and amateur, 
are invited and encouraged to use it as such. The committee should not necessarily 
regard itself, nor be regarded by others, as infallible; and committee decisions 
should not be seen as reflecting in any way upon the competency of individual 
observers. Any of its decisions are subject to review upon submission of 
new evidence. Both individual observers and the committee should feel free 
to engage in an ongoing dialogue in the open literature. Individuals are also 
free to independently publish their findings and the committee should welcome 
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this as an alternate way of contributing to Nebraska ornithology, 
in PURPOSES. A. To provide a standardized, systemastic procedure for 
routinely reviewing and documenting unusual reports of birds in Nebraska in 
a fair and impartial manner. 

B. To compile and keep current an official list of the birds of documented 
occurrence in Nebraska and to assemble and maintain a file of the documentary 
evidence, to be available for use by researchers in the future. 

C. To provide guidance and assistance in methods of improving identification 
and documentation, with the goal of improving both the quantity and quality 
of our knowledge of the birds of Nebraska. 

IV DUTIES A. The committee shall publish an official list of the birds 

of Nebraska. 

B. The official list will include all those species whose occurrence has 
been reported in Nebraska, the species categorized as specified in para. VII, 

D. 

C. The committee shall keep the official list current. 

D. The committee shall publish a list of species for which details are 
requested with every sighting reported. 

E. The committee shall publish a summary of reports submitted and 

actions taken on those reports at least annually. 

F. The committee shall establish and maintain a file of substantiating 

evidence documenting the occurrence and identification of the birds reported. 

V. MEMBERSHIP A. The commitrtee shall be composed of at least seven 
members, elected by the Board of Directors of the Nebraska Ornithologists' 
U nion. 

B. The committee shall select its own officers, to include at least a 

chairperson. 

C . The members shall serve 3-year terms, with one-third of the members' 
terms expiring each year, so that continuity of membership is maintained. 

A member may serve no more than two consecutive terms, followed by a year 
off, before being re-elected to the committee. 

D. Members shall be persons familiar with the birds of Nebraska and 
experienced in field identification. 

E. If possible, members shall be chosen from across the state, to help 
avoid a regional bias. 

F. Two-thirds of the members shall constitute a quorum for voting 
on procedural matters. 

G. The committee shall make recommendations to the N.O.U. Board 
of Directors for filling vacancies on the committee. The board should normally 
accept the committee's nominee unless there are overriding reasons for selecting 
someone else. 

H. Since the business of the committee must be conducted in a timely 
fashion, if a member is consistently unable to work within the schedule, that 
member may be replaced. 

I. By a two-thirds vote, the committee may remove a member for failure 
to review records or other just cause. 

J. The committee may make and amend its rules as necessary, so long 
as they do not conflict with the rules and by-laws of the N.O.U. 

VI. PROCEDURES A. All reports submitted shall be referred to the chairperson. 

B. The committee prefers that reports be submitted on comittee forms, 
although this is not absolutely necessary. If photographs are submitted as 
evidence, at least two copies of each photo are desired so that one may be 
circulated for voting, while the other is retained in a secure file to protect 
it from loss. 

C. The chairperson will review the report and assign it accession and 
file numbers. 

D. The chairperson may request additional information from the reporter, 
but if submitted, it will be identified as such to keep it separable from the 
original report. 

E. The chairperson will copy the material and submit copies to the 
committee members to review. The original material will be retained in the 
file. 

F. The members will individually review the material, make comments 
on it, and return it to the chairperson. The comments will be compiled and 
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returned to the members along with the report and a ballot sheet. The members 
will then review the report along with the attached comments, indicate their 
vote on the ballot sheet, and return the material to the chairperson promptly. 

G. If the vote is inconclusive, or if new evidence is submitted, the 
report may be recirculated for another vote or discussed at a meeting. 

H. When voting has been completed and a decision reached, the chairperson 
shall notify the reporter and the committee members of the decision reached 
and of the reasons for the decision. 

I. Decision on reports submitted will be published in the Nebraska 
Bird Review at least annually. 

J. A permanent file shall be maintained by the committee, which shall 
include all reports submitted, actions taken by the committee, comments, documen¬ 
tary evidence, photos, etc. The original material will be placed in a file in 
the N.O.U. library archives and maintained for use by anyone with a legitimate 
research interest. The chairperson should keep a duplicate to have readily 
available for his own use. 

K. Any record, present or past, may be submitted to the committee 
for review. Reports already acted upon by the committee may be re-submitted 
if new evidence becomes available. 

L. The committee may send material to outside authority for an opinion 
or evaluation. 

M. The committee shall meet annually, concurrent with the annual meeting 
of the N.O.U. In addition, the committee may meet as necessary. A meeting 
may be called by the chairperson or by two-thirds of the members. 

N. The committee recommends as strongly as possible that specimens 
of rare birds taken in Nebraska be prepared and retained as voucher specimens 
in a public college or university museum collection in the state, where they 
will be assured proper curation and be available for study by researchers. 
The committee recommends the State Museum of Natural History at the University 
of Nebraska in Lincoln as the logical repository for such specimens. 

VII VOTING A. All records need a minimum of 6 votes to be categorized. 

B. To be placed in Class I, II, or III, a record must be voted 6-0, 
6-1, 7-0, 7-1, 8-0, 8-1, etc., in that category. 

C. Only those species classified as I, II, or III will be recognized as 
accepted records on the official list. 

D. In compiling the official list, as well as voting on individual reports, 
the following categories will be used: 

Class I: a record for which there is an adequately labeled, diagnostic 
specimen, photograph, or recording available for study. 

Class II: a sight record for which there is acceptable documentation 
provided independently by three or more observers. 

Class III: a sight record for which there is acceptable documentati9on 
provided independently by one or two observers. 

Class IV: a record which is probably correct, but not beyond 

doubt. 

Class V: a record with insufficient evidence submitted to support 

the stated identification. 

Class VI: Probably a released or escaped bird, probably mistaken 

identification, or otherwise unacceptable record. 

E. Records will be assigned to the highest category agreed upon by 
the committee with no more than one dissenting vote. If a record is circularized 
among 8 committee members and receives 2 votes as Class III, and 6 votes 
as Class IV, it will be categorized as a Class IV record. Similarly, if a record 
receives 3 Class III, 4 Class IV, and 1 Class V vote, it will also be categorized 
as a Class IV record. If it receives 3 Class III, 2 Class IV, and 2 Class 
V votes, it will be categorized as a Class V record. 

F. Members of the committee may not vote upon their own records. 

WRITING A DOCUMENTATION 

As the previous article makes clear, the written documentation helps 
birdwatchers communicate clearly about unusual sightings. Preparing the report 
can even add to the excitement of the event as one settles into a comfortable 
chair with the field notes and paper, chortling "Wait 'til they read about this!" 
Then one relives the , whole experience while organizing one's thoughts for 
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writing. 

Those field notes are an important part of the process, for they keep 
small but critical details accurate. Train yourself to take seme kind of notebook 
or paper into the field, though in a pinch the margin of a field guide or the 
back of a shopping list will do. Write notes while looking at a bird or as 
soon afterwards as possible. Since you will make notes as the bird's characteristics 
become apparent to you, your field notes will be disorganized and repetative, 
not to mention illegible. That's fine; no one but you need ever see them. 

Take notes as soon as possible and preferably before consulting a field 
guide or while consulting a guide and also watching the bird. Memory is 
profoundly modified by expectations (see the extensive literature on problems 
with eyewitness testimony in criminal trials), so it is important to get your 
impressions down on paper quickly, before tricky memory rewrites the whole 
thing, 

In the documentation itself, the first thing to write down is the "bare 
bones" of the sighting: date, location, species seen, number of birds seen, 
and name(s) of the observerfs). 

Next write the birds description. Write down everything you see, including 
characteristics you consider trivial. (They may matter to others later.) On 
the other hand, write down only what you yourself see. For example, if you 
see the bird from the back do not describe its front, even though you may 
know what it must look like. If you know birds well you will find it surprisingly 
difficult to limit yourself to what you really see, for your mind will "helpfully" 
supply missing details. 

If you and others pool information to write one documentation from all 
of you, make this clear. Separate documentations from each of you will be 
more useful and convincing. 

Start your description with a general statement of the bird's size and 
shape. This need not be any marvel of geometry. Write something like "a 
duck a little smaller than a Mallard", or "a Robin-sized bird with a long tail". 

It is actually easier to believe a size description if it is put in terms of other 

birds rather than in inches. 

This general statement of size and shape provides the reader with an 
outline that you will now fill in with the details of shape and color pattern. 
I prefer to organize my thoughts by starting at the front and working back 

over the top of the bird, then starting at the front again and working back 

along the underparts. Specifically, I ask myself; bill (shape and color)?, 
face?, eyes?, crown?, back?, wings?, rump?, tail?, throat? breast?, belly?, 
legs?, undertail coverts?. Write in detail, but obviously you will not see 
all these parts on all the birds you document. 

Drawings may describe the bird more easily than words. Indeed, artists 
sometimes turn in documentations that are mainly detailed drawings. Most 
of us use words, but even so sketches can be useful. Even the crudest drawing 
may be invaluable in describing an important shape or the location of a critical 
spot. 

Do not use the tempting short cut of saying "the bird looks like the 
picture on page ... of ..." and leaving it at that. The pictures in field guides 
are idealizations; no real bird looks like them in all details. The purpose 
of the documentation is to describe the individual bird in front of you. Of 
course, during a description you might find it useful to explain how the bird 
did or did not look like some particular picture. It's just that reference to 
a picture is not a substitute for a description. 

The bird's behavior, voice, and habitat are all important and in some 
cases are more important than the bird's appearance. Write down whether 
the bird swims, hovers, climbs tree trunks, flycatches, runs, or hops. Does 
it perch in a tree, a bush, or grass stems, or on the ground? Does it scratch 
the ground for food with a hop like a towhee, or with one foot at a time like 
a quail? Did you see it in flight, perched, or what? Did it come to a feeder? 
Was it in woods, brush, a prairie, a cemetery, a cornfield? What did it eat, 
and how did it get the food? Describe any song or calls it made. 

The next section of your documentation could be labeled "similar species". 
Here explain what other species are similar to the one you saw and how you 
told the difference. Consider all the possibilities, not just the one most similar 
species. For example, for a Peregrine Falcon start by explaining why it is 
a falcon, rather than an accipiter, buteo, harrier, or kite, then narrow your 
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focus to why it was a Peregrine and not one of our four other falcons. A 
few species (like Avocet or Scissor-tailed Flycatcher) are so distinctive that 
after a good description the "similar species" section may be limited to a statement 
that there aren't any. Think creatively, though; a Vermilion Flycatcher certainly 
looks like no other flycatcher in Nebraska but it has some resemblance to 
a Scarlet Tanager. 

It is easy to feel that now you are done with the documentation, but 
you are not. A sighting is really an interaction between a bird, a person, 
and various other factors like light, weather, field guides, and optical equipment. 
Just describing the bird leaves most of the sighting a mystery to the reader 
and he may misunderstand it. 

The second main part of a documentation is a description of the sighting. 
Make sure you note how far away the bird was. Most of us can not judge 
distance well, but perhaps you can compare the distance to something fairly 
standard, like the width of a county road or a city block. Sometimes I am 
reduced to writing something like "50 yards? (Guess)". It's better than nothing, 
though not by much. 

Weather conditions like overcast, fog, precipitation, and wind can affect 
a sighting. Describe the weather. Explain the relationship between the bird, 
the sun, and you. As you looked at the bird was the sun behind you, behind 
the bird, or to the side? 

Mention what optical equipment you used and its power. 

Tell who else was there and what they thought about the bird's identification. 

Explain what field guides and other sources of information you used 

and the relationship between the sighting, your notes, and the books. That 

is, explain how long after the sighting you wrote your field notes, whether 
you wrote the notes before or after consulting sources of information, and 
how any books affected your notes or the documentation. 

And now maybe you are done. Mail a documentation to the appropriate 
person. Currently, in Nebraska send it to Wayne Mollhoff, 736 South Third, 
Albion, Nebraska 68620. If the documentation should also be published, 
you may wish to send a copy to R. G. Cortelyou, 5109 Underwood Avenue, 

Omaha, Nebraska 68132. For Iowa birds, send the documentation to Dr. Tom 
Kent, 211 Richards Street, Iowa City, Iowa 52240. 

What birds should be documented? Any bird that seems really rare 
or out of place. If you suspect the bird you see is unusual, at least take 

notes on it and then check to see if it should be documented. Remember 
that birds common in one season may be really unusual in another. For example, 
a Yellowthroat or Chipping Sparrow in your yard in summer would be ordinary 
but one at the feeder in winter ought to be documented. Also document and 
perhaps get published nesting attempts by birds that do not normally nest 
in your area. 

There are two variations on the documentation that you ought to know 
about. For some species, it is valuable to turn in "details of the sighting" 
without a whole big documentation. This means you should in a sentence 
or paragraph explain how you identified the bird. This is used for species 

that are certainly present here but are a little tricky to identify, like either 
dowitcher, shrikes in winter, the uncommon Common Tern, or Greater Scaup. 
Sending in details for these birds just signals the researcher that you know 
enough to take a little care in identifying the species, something that may 
not otherwise be obvious to a graduate student going through bird records 
fifty years from now. 

The other type of documentation is the "feather by feather description". 
This merely starts with the type of description written for a normal documentation. 
Then the observer carefully describes the pattern on the feathers of each 
area of the body. Writing this is a long job and not often necessary. However, 
it is probably the only way to adequately describe such unlikely and difficult-to-iden- 
tify species as Little Stint or Greenish Eleania, two species that will probably 
never turn up in the midlands. 

To me the most valuable thing about any kind of documentation is that 
it opens lines of communication between the observer and other interested 
birders. If I see a rare bird I may call up friends and tell them all about 

it, but through a documentation I can reach birders who are distant in geography 
or time. The written description is on file so that anyone with questions 
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about the sighting can look it up and hopefully find the answers. 

Of course, there are other ways to communicate usefully about birds. 
Photographs and recordings are valuable and even now specimens remain important 
in special cases. However, the written I documentation is especially suitable 
to this era when concerns about conservajtion make us reluctant to harm birds 
but at the same time more people than ever are out looking at wildlife, seeing 
unusual birds, and discussing their unexpected finds. 

- Barbara L. Wilson^ Route i. Box 42, Hastings, lowa 51540 

CALIFORNIA GULL IN KEITH COUNTY, NEBRASKA 

The status of the California Gull (Lavus aalifoTniaus) in Nebraska has un¬ 
dergone a series of changes in recent years. Rapp et al, (1958) makes no 
mention of this species for Nebraska, although one was collected 19 March 
1933 in Lancaster Co. (Hudson 1933) and is now an axial skeleton #ZM11152 
in the University of Nebraska State Museum (Biray et al. 1986). Johnsgard 
(J980) lists the species as an extremely rare migrant or vagrant in most of 
Nebraska, while Rosche (1982) designates it as casual in spring and summer 
and accidental in autumn in northwestern Nebraska and southwestern South 
Dakota. Rosche and Johnsgard (1984) do not list the species tor the Lake 
McConaughy area, although in recent years it has been seen there (Rosche, 
pers. comm.). Bray et al. (1988) consider it casual, and further state that 
personal communications with Richard Rosche indicate that this gull may be 
regular in western Nebraska. Despite the recent reclassification and sightings 
of this species, only one description of a California Gull has been published 
since the one collected by Hudson, that of a single bird seen 25 October 1965 
at Lake Maloney, Lincoln Co. (Shickley 1966). The following includes the 
first photodocumentation of this species for the state of Nebraska. 

On 14 August 1986 I observed and photo¬ 
graphed a broeding-plumaged California Gull 
at Keystone Lake, below Lake McConaughy, 

Keith Co. The Gull was approached to a 
distance of approximately 50 feet while it 
was at rest on the water. The Gull was 
studied for an approximate 10-15 minutes be¬ 
fore it was scared off by a passing boat. 

The bird was in company with several Ring¬ 
billed Gulls (LaTus delawavensis), and was 
noticably larger by several inches. It also 
possessed a yellow bill, of which the lower 
mandible was tipped with red and black. I 
was unable to assess the leg color, although 
size, dark eyes, dark mantle, round head, 
and smaller bill distinguished this bird from being a Herring Gull (Larus argen- 
tatus). 
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AVIAN CHOLERA IN THE PANHANDLE, 1985-1986 

Between 28 November 1985 and 14 February 1986, over 2,500 waterfowl, 
48 Wild Turkeys, and at least one Bald Eagle died due to avian cholera in 

an area from 5 miles west of Scottsbluff, Nebraska, to 5 miles west of Lingle, 

Wyoming. 

On 28 November a severe smowstorm blanketed the North Platte River 
valley with 10 inches of snow and wind chills of -20°F. An estimated 50,000 
Mallards were concentrated 5 miles west of Scottsbluff, at the headwaters of 
Spring Creek. The area consists of 2 small dredged channels, 10 ft. wide 
and less than 3 ft. deep, and surrounded by 20-feet high willow trees. The 
spring water flows at 55°F, forming Spring Creek, which is approximately 
5 ft. wide, 1 ft. deep, and flows nearly 3 miles to the North Platte River. 
Fifteen Mallard carcasses were collected 28 November. Postmortem diagnosis 

by the National Wildlife Health Center (NWHC), Madison, Wisconsin, confirmed 

VasteuTella multiooG-ida (avian cholera) as the cause of death. U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service personnel from Crescent Lake NWR and Nebraska Game 
and Parks personnel collected carcasses at triweekly intervals over the next 

2.5 months. A total of 1,500 waterfowl were incinerated, with over 1,200 
being Mallards. Other species collected were Pintail, American Wigeon, a Black-billed 
Magpie, a Common Crackle, a Bald Eagle, domestic fowl, and Wild Turkeys. 

Total mortalities were estimated at more than 2,500 waterfowl. By 1 December, 
60 Mallards had been collected, and the first eagles were seen feeding on 
carcasses (2 adult Bald Eagles and 2 Golden Eagles). One week later, 4 adult 
and 5 immature Bald Eagles were observed. 

During a snowstorm 9 December, an immature Red-tailed Hawk fell from 
a tree directly in front of field investigators. The Hawk was held in captivity 
for the duration of the storm and was successfully released 9 days later. 

For several weeks it was observed feeding at various sites along Spring Creek. 

Many of the ducks collected from the ponds had their bills and feet 

chewed on by scavengers. Even though muskrats are considered strictly vegetar¬ 
ians, on two occasions, they were observed feeding on the frozen feet on 
two occasions. 

Three banded Mallards were collected along Spring Creek during the 
first week in December, One was banded as an aduilt in 1984 at Scandia, 
Alberta; one as an adult in 1985 at Holden, Alberta; and the third as a juvenile 
in 1984 at Wiggins, Colorado. 

The snow and cold persisted, preventing the ducks' access to harvested 
corn fields. In a few fields of standing corn, particularly aliong Summerville 
Creek (3 miles south of Spring Creek, south of the North Platte River), the 
deep snow allowed the ducks to feed directly from the ears of corn. Thousands 
of ducks began feeding in these fields and along Summerville Creek as it traveled 
through a cattle feedlot operation. Within the feedlot, ducks were able to 
feed on spilled grain and undigested corn. A total of 19 Bald Eagles were 
observed feeding on carcasses at this site on 23 December. An immature Bald 
Eagle, unable to fly, was captured 7 miles west of Spring Creek, along the 
North Platte River. It was dehydrated, emaciated (7.75 lbs.), and exhibited 
signs of respiratory distress. The Eagle died after 2 days of treatment. 
Postmortem diagnosis by the NWHC was: air saculitis due to avian cholera. 
Frequently, one could observe up to 12 immature Bald Eagles harrassing one 
adult for a duck carcass, while just a few feet away there would be up to 
40 dead ducks in the creek. Only after the adult would leave did the immatures 
begin to feed on these carcasses. 

By the first week in January the total number of Mallards began to 
decrease in the Spring Creek area, with a corresponding decrease in mortalities 
and eagle observations. On 7 January 3 adult Bald, 11 immature Bald, and 
2 Golden Eagles were observed. However, 5 days later, only 4 adult Bald 
Eagles were seen in the area. During this same period, Wyoming Game and 
Fish personnel recognized a dramatic increase in the Mallard population on 
a North Platte River refuge west of Lingle, Wyoming (50 miles west of Spring 
Creek). An aerial census counted 60,000 Mallards and 2,500 Canada Geese 
in the area. On 7 January onsite investigations revealed 25 dead Mallards 
on the river and 40 dead juvenile Wild Turkeys under a roost site 20 yards 
from the river. Another 8 Turkeys were collected across the river, scattered 
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among the cottonwood trees. An actual count of 117 Turkeys remained in 

the flock on 8 January. No other Turkey mortalities were known to occur. 
Avian cholera was identified as the cause of death by the state of Wyoming's 
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory (WVDL), Laramie, Wyoming. An immature 
Bald Eagle was found among the scavenged Wild Turkey carcasses. Autopsy 
indicted avian cholera as the cause of death; however, attempts to isolate 

the organism were unsuccessful. One Mallard collected was confirmed as a 
lead poisoning mortality by the NWHC. One Canada Goose collected south 
of this site tested positive for avian cholera by WVDL. The epizootic in eastern 
Wyoming continued through January, while at Spring Creek the mortalities continued 
through 14 February. During the final week, the rancher whose land adjoins 

the Spring Creek ponds lost several domestic geese, ducks, and chickens 

to avain cholera. 

The last previous documentation of avian cholera in the area was in 
2 Snow Geese on Lake Minatare NWR, 8 May 1985. No Snow Geese were present 
during this epizootic. 

There are many factors contributing t-o the cause and duration of this 
outbreak. An arctic cold front forced waterfowl to fly directly to the North 
Platte River valley from their Canadian breeding grounds. This is verified 
by record low fall migratory waterfowl population in North and South Dakota. 
In addition to the stresses of migration, the coldest November on record froze 
most ponds and reservoirs, forcing the birds to concentrate on the river and 
warm sloughs. Mallard drakes continually fought for territory on the crowded 
ponds. Continual snow storms caused erratic feeding in corn fields or prevented 
ducks from leaving the water. In addition to these factors, the roll played 
by the domestic fowl is not known. 

- Stephen M. Kerr, BVM, P.O. Box 327, 940 Crescent Drive, 

Bering, Neb. 69341 


1986 FALL FIELD DAY 

The 1986 Fall Field Day was held at the 4-H Camp at Halsey National 
Forest on 4 and 5 October. The cloudy, rainy weather, which had been rather 
general over the state the previous few days, cleared up (the last rain at 
Halsey was late Friday night), and Saturday and Sunday were clear, which 
pleased the 51 who attended. Of the rare bird reports submitted, the Lesser 
Goldfinch, by Jim Minyard, was ranked first, and the Laughing Gull, by Paul 
and Karla Kaufman, the Prairie-Chickens at Omaha, by Douglas Fritz, and 
the King Rail, by Wayne Mollhoff, were ranked next. Gary Lingle was re-elected 
and Tom Labedz was elected to the Records Committee. At the Sunday count 
the members present went on record against the spring goose season, and 
the proposed season on Sandhill Cranes. The Clark's Grebe ( NBR 54:64) was on 
display, and so was a Common Poorwill with a broken wing, picked up in Hall 
County and on its way to Lincoln to see if the Raptor Rehabilitation Center 
could mend it. And birds were netted and banded by Ruth Green and her 
crew. 

Sixty-nine species were recorded on or immediately adjacent to the Forest, 
and another 18 (marked *) were recorded by parties that went up to Elsmere. 
The 69 count compares to 72 and 81 in 1985 and 1984, possibly because of 
the weather, or the fewer observers. Pied-billed* and Western* Grebes; White 
Pelican*, Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Canada Goose*, Wood 
Duck, Mallard*, Northern Pintail*, Blue-winged Teal*, Northern Shoveler*, Gad- 
wall*, Redhead*. Turkey Vulture, Northern Harrier; Sharp-shinned, Red-shoul¬ 
dered, Broad-winged, Swainson's, Red-tailed, and'Rough-legged* Hawks; American 
Kestrel, Ring-necked Pheasant, Sharp-tailed Grouse, Northern Bobwhite, American 
Coot*, Sandhill Crane, Killdeer, American Avocet*, Common Snipe*, Ring-billed 
Gull, Gull sp.*. Mourning Dove. Eastern Screech-Owl, Great Horned Owl, Belted 
Kingfisher; Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers; Northern Flicker, Horned Lark, 
Barn Swallow, Blue Jay, Black-billed Magpie, American Crow, Black-capped 
Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch; House and Winter Wrens; Golden-crowned 
and Ruby-crowned Kinglets; Eastern and Mountain Bluebirds; Townsend's Solitaire, 
Swainson's Thrush, American Robin, Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Water 
Pipit, Cedar Waxwing, European Starling*; Orange-crowned, Yellow-rumped, and 
Black-throated Green Warblers; Common Yellowthroat, Wilson's Warbler, Northern 
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Cardinal, Rufous-sided Towhee; Chipping, Clay-colored, Field, Vesper, Grasshop¬ 
per, Le Conte's, Lincoln's, White-throated, White-crowned, and Harris' Sparrows: 
Dark-eyed Junco, Red-winged Blackbird, Western Meadowlark, Yellow-headed* 
and Rusty* Blackbirds; Common Crackle, House Finch*, Pine Siskin, American 
Goldfinch, Evening Grosbeak, and House Sparrow. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Bears and Men, A Gathering, William Mills, 108 pp., 9| x 9i, Algonquin 
Books of Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, N.C., cloth $24.95. 

The author's pictures, mostly of of polar bears, but with a few of seals, 
arctic fox, men and their machine, and two of Ptarmigan, are probably more 
important than the text, which describes a trip out from Churchill in a tundra 
buggy towing a dormitory accomodation, both supposedly (but not too) bear-proof. 
The trip was organized for those who were interested in photographing polar 
bears under relatively natural conditions. In the course of the narrative 
the author finds occasions for discussions on archeology, anthropology, geology, 
zoology, history, the philosophy of photography, and other topics that come 
up. An interesting book. 

The Breeding Bird Survey: Its First Fifteen Years, 1965-1979, Chandler 
S. Robins, Danny Bystrak, and Paul H. Geissler, 200 pp. , 8 x lOi, U. S. 
Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Resource Publication 
157, available free from Publications Unit, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Washington D. C. 20240. 

This book reviews the estimated changes in the breeding bird populations 
in the U.S. and Canada, based on the survey reports. The situation of each 
species, or group of species, is discussed, and a chart of the trend is given 
for most of them. There are also charts of the density of populations of some 
species, and comments on expansion and contraction of ranges, and of the 
effect of bad weather on some species. There are tables of the total individuals 
and routes by species for 1977; the mean number of birds per route by species 
for each state and province, 1965-1979; the number of routes, total species, 
and individuals per route for each of the 62 physiographic regions; a listing 
of the common and scientific names of the birds mentioned in the text; the 
instructions for the surveys; an explanation of the statistical methods used; 
and a list of published maps of relative abundance of specific species and 
where these maps can be found. In other words, a summary of the information 
obtained from the surveys. There are two minor drawbacks: the information 
was collected under and is reported under the names and species order of 
the fifth edition of the A,0.U. Checklist, and one wonders what has happened 
since 1979. One comment in the book bears repeating. In the discussion of 
the decline in the Eastern Bluebird population it says: Nest-box trails along 
established BBS routes are absolutely discouraged because such activity could 
seriously hamper the ability to detect population trends for this species. 

CASSIN'S SPARROW IN GARDEN COUNTY 

On 21 May 1986, while searching for evidence of breeding birds in atlas 
block 2G04 (T17N, R46W, Sections 1 through 3 and 10 through 15) near Lisco, 
Garden Co., Nebraska, I discovered a Cassin's Sparrow ( Aimophila cassinii). 
This sighting was at 5:20 PM Mountain Daylight Time, along the county road 
in the northeast corner of Section 11. I was driving slowly down the road 
and stopped to observe an odd sparrow. 1 nearly drove past, thinking it 

was another Grasshopper Sparrow (AmmodTomus savannarum ), which 1 had heard and 
seen all day. The sparrow, which appeared larger than a Grasshopper Sparrow, 
was perched on the low wire of a barbed wire fence along the road. In the 

few moments before the bird disappeared into the grass I observed that it 

was plain-breasted, had dark "whiskers" and tail, a grayish back, pinkish-yellow 
legs, and yellow at the bend of the wing. As it flew away into the grass 
it sang a short song. After 1 consulted my field guide I presumed this bird 

to be a Cassin's Sparrow, but wanted a second and better look, "Pishing", 
owl imitations, squeaking, etc., failed to return the bird to view. Remembering 
the short song, I played Peterson's field tapes in an attempt to match the 
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song. When I played the recording of a Cassin's Sparrow the bird flew overhead 
(about 10 feet high) and sang a matching song to the tape's. I did this several 
times and the Cassin's Sparrow sat on the wire fence between the tape-playings, 
scolding me with sharp, short, rapid, chipping notes. During these sittings 
I was able to see aU field marks with a 22x spotting scope at a range of 30 
to 40 feet: the lightly streaked crown, flat profile of the head, darkish line 
through the eye, with light above the eye. Because the bird was singing 
and behaving defensively to another song of the same species 1 presume this 
bird to have been a territorial male, which possibly bred this year. 

This sighting was at the top of a hill. The pastures on either side 
of the road were short/mid-grass and moderately gra 2 ed, with a smattering 
of sage. No v^egetation in the pastures was higher than about one foot, although 
some weeds in the road ditches were taller. In 1974 Sejkora ( NBR 4L’: 56 - 57) de¬ 
scribed the area in Perkins Co. where a Cassin's Sparrow was found as "ungrazed 
pasture with scatered sagebrush". This description is similar to the area 
in which I found this bird, Johnsgard (1980, Occ. Pape'Pf? I^OU 1^6, pp. 105-106) 

states that the only breeding records of Cassin's Sparrow tor Nebraska are 
Sejkora’s and one from Dundy Co. (by Cink, 47:14) This possible breeding 

in western Garden Co. is certainly at what may be the northern extent of 

this species' breeding range, How'ever, spring sightings at Crescent Lake 
NWR in northern Garden Co. { Bivds of Crescent Lake ffA7?,a checklist, Oct. 1984), 
Sejkora 1974) and on 21 June 1986 at Agate Fossil Beds National Monument 
in central Sioux Co. (Thomas, NBB 54:64) cannot be discounted. Johnsgard 
(1980) describes this species as very rare and irregular in Nebraska and apparently 
irruptive. I urge any observers visiting these areas of western Nebraska 
to watch closely for Cassin's Sparrows. 

— Thomas E. Labedz, University of Nebraska State Museum, 
W4S6 Nebraska Ball', Lincoln, Neb. 88588-0614 

Doug Thomas expanded his report to say that he heard an unfamiliar 

song, and found it was from a biggish sparrow, singing from a power line 
in a prairie area. The song sounded to him as te-te'teeeuh tahtah, each phrase 
dropping at the end, and the second phrase starting lower than the start 
of the first. The bird would sing its song, stop, look around a bit, maybe 

preen a little, and then repeat the song. He observed this for about 20-30 

minutes. He whistled the song as he went back to Alliance. When he got 
home he put on the tape for Peterson's western birds, and matched the song 
to the Cassin's Sparrow's. The bird was about 125 feet away, but respect 
for rattlesnakes kept him from trying to get closer to the bird. 

NOTES 

CORRECTION TO 1986 SPRING OCCURRENCE REPORT. The q and r 
for Dark-eyed Junco in Column 1 should be in Column 2, and the explanations 
in the text should likewise be moved. 


THE DESOTO NWR EIDERS. The 
March 1986 issue { NBR 54.-If)) reported 
Eiders, probably King or Common, at 
DeSoto NWR, and that photograph.s were 
being circulated for confirmation of the 
species. There seems to be general 
agreement that one was a juvenile male 
King Eider (B. J. Rose photo). There 
was less agreement on the other (not 
shown), but with a tendency to call 
it a female King Eider. 



NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION MIDWINTER EAGLE SURVEY. The 
1986 survey total of 462 Bald Eagles is the second highest total reported for 
Nebraska, surpassed only by the 746 recorded during last year's unusually 
mild winter. Survey coverage and effort expended in 1986 were similar to 
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1985, except along the Missouri River. The 1986 figures for the Missouri 
River are from ground census, with all observations included in Nebraska's 
totals. The 1985 figures for the Missouri River are from aerial census, with 
all observations from South Sioux City to Omaha Included in Nebraska's totals 
but only half of the observations along the South Dakota border reported 
in our totals. 

Totals for 1980 through 1984 ranged from 388 to 453, with an average 
of 424 Bald Eagles reported. Age ratios have been relatively stable, ranging 
from 1:1.8 (Immatures: Adults) to 1:2.4 in all years except 1984. The ratio 
of 1:3.4 in January 1984 was probably the result of a high percentage of immatures 
migrating farther south than Nebraska in response to the harsh winter conditions. 
Another way of expressing the range in age ratios of 1:1.8 to 1:2.4 is to 
say that for every 100 adults observed, 55 to 41 juveniles have been observed. 

— Greg Wingfield^ Hebraeka Game and Parks Commission, 
Route 4, Box '66, North Platte, Neb. 69101 


The 1986 count 

, which was 

made 

at 52 sites, 

is summarized 

below, 

(River 

sites are stretches of 

the river.) 

1985 

survey results are 

given at NBR 53:40. 

Location 

No. of 
Sites 

Bald Eagles 

Adults Im- Unknown 
matures Age 

Golden Eagles 
Adults Im¬ 

matures 

Total 

North Platte River 

6 

74 

41 

2 

6 

2 

125 

Platte River 

9 

110 

50 

9 

2 

1 

172 

South Platte River 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

Republican River 

3 

25 

18 

- 

- 

- 

43 

Middle Loup River 

2 

6 

1 

- 

- 

- 

7 

North Loup River 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Loup River 

1 

17 

1 

- 

- 

- 

18 

Snake River 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Niobrara River 

5 

27 

5 

- 

1 

2 

35 

Missouri River 

2 

37 

4 

- 

- 

- 

41 

Sioux Co. 

3 

1 

- 

- 

3 

1 

5 

Dawes Co, 

2 

- 

1 

- 

4 

- 

5 

Sheridan Co. 

4 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

6 

Cherry Co. 

2 

1 

1 

- 

2 

- 

4 

SB/Banner/Garden cos. 3 

- 


- 

11 

- 

11 

Dundy Co, 

2 

1 

- 

- 

2 

1 

4 

Chase Co. 

2 

4 

3 

- 

2 

1 

10 

Sutherland Reservoir 

1 

6 

3 

4 

- 

- 

13 

Strunk Reservoir 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

4 

Furnas Co. 

1 

- 

1 

- 

] 

- 

2 


52 

316 

131 

15 

37 

12 

51.1 


JUNE NOTES FOR WESTERN NEBRASKA. Mark 
Brogie, Creighton, and I birded the western border 
of Nebraska in June 1986, trying to see some of 
the birds that breed out there. On 15 June we 
located a pair of Lewis's Woodpeckers (Melanerpes lew¬ 
is) in the Dead Horse Burn area of Chadron State 
Park. The pair was found in the same nest tree 
that Brogie had seen them in in 1985. We observed 
the pair copulating on a limb near a cavity in this 
tree. Soon after one of the pair entered the cavity. 

Sometime later, as we were leaving after observing 
Pin yon Jays, we saw a possible third Woodpecker 
on a fence post, approximately 300 m. from the site 
of the first pair. 

The same day we encountered a pair of Cassin's Kingbirds (Tyrannus vocif- 
erans) north of Hay Springs, on the road to Metcalf Wildlife Area, Sheridan 



Brogie photo 
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Co. One of the pair was was perched, with fluffy material resembling animal 
fur, held in its beak. It soon flew off with the material, presumably to its 
job of nest building* This pair w'as at a site several miles south of a site 
on this road where Brogie had found a pair of Cassin's Kingbirds in May, 
1986, An additional pair of the Kingbirds was found at Sowbelly Canyon, 
and a lone bird, presumably paired, was observed south of Gilbert-Baker 
campground, both localities north of Harrison, Sioux Co. Each of these birds 
was separated from the abundant Western Kingbirds (f. oePticalie) by their 

white chins, olive green backs, dark brown tail without white edges, and 
coarser call notes. Each of these birds was found on the ends of narrow, 
finger-like projections of ponderosa pines into the surrounding prairie. 

On 16 June, while birding Sowbelly 
Canyon, Brogie found a singing Solitary 
Vireo (ViPeo aolitapius) in the transition 
zone between the ponderosa pines and 
the deciduous riparian woodland. While 
we watched its rather agitated behaviour 
we noticed a nest on a small elm, with 
an incubating female Solitary Vireo* As 
we photographed the nest without disturb¬ 
ing her, we discovered an American Red¬ 
start (Setophaga mticilla) nest wdth an 
incubating female, only a few feet from 
the Vireo nest. 

In the ponderosa pine zone of Sow¬ 
belly Canyon Brogie played a recording 
of a Western Flycatcher (Empidonca: dif- 
ficilis), trying to locate one he had 
seen on a previous trip. In a short 
tine one responded and it was soon joined 
prefer the deciduous brush beneath the 
pines in a dry wash. Besides their diminutive song, the identification was 
based on the conspicuous eye ring, wider behind the eye, the dusky "vest" 
above a yellow belly, wing bars, and an orange lower madible. The following 
morning, as Brogie was finding "his" Solitary Vireo, 1 located a second singing 
male Western Flycatcher on a pine-covered ridge just south of Coffee Park, 
within the canyon. 

In the wide open short grass prairie west of 
Harrison we successfully searched for Brewer's Spar¬ 
rows (Spiselli Two separate individuals 

were seen, perched on the fence marking the Wyoming 
line. The second bird allowed the closer inspection, 
and exhibited an unstreaked breast; streaked crown, 
brow'n on gray, without light streaks; eye ring; and 
whisker. 

The traditional Mountain Plover breeding grounds 
in Kimball Co., northwest of Bushnell, were searched for Plovers, without 
success. We expanded our search to pasture ground found a few miles to 

the north. Nesting McCown's .'Calaapius mcaowndi) and Chestnut-collared Long- 

spurs (C. ovnatus) were the consolation for an unsuccessful search in hot, 

inhospitaable surroundings. 

— Bill Huser^ 519 ¥. 17th. St., South Sioux City, Neb. 68776 

MINDEN NOTES. I saw a Northern Harrier on 2 February 1986, and 
two Magpies 15 February, and a Prairie Falcon 27 February. During that 
period I also saw Red-tails and Kestrels, and an occasional Rough-leg and 

Ferruginous, and in March Swainson's Hawks. I saw small groups of Lapland 
Longspurs and Horned Larks on 2 February, Sandhill Cranes in the Platte 
vaUey 8 March, and three Killdeer 16 March, My brother, Elwin, observed 
a Short-eared Owl during the winter. On 6 April Mourning Doyes were here, 
and on 20 April I saw a Snowy Egret. On 4 May 1 saw three or four Lark 
Buntings and a Great Blue Heron. On 29 June I found a Mourning Dove nest 
with two eggs; on 19 July I saw a young Killdeer learning to fly, and on 
3 August I saw a young Upland Sandpiper, just learning to fly, -with its parents. 
My cousin, Robert Spicknall, and I saw a Yellow-crowned Night-Heron on 6 
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and 13 July. On 6 July Mr. Harvey Bell called my attention to an active nest 
of a Blue Grosbeak, with three young in it. On a hike 28 September I found 
Savannah and Grasshopper Sparrows, but failed to find the usual Great Blue 
Heron 

- Harold Turner, P. 0. Box 333, Minden, Neb. 68959 

PROXIMITY NESTING: THE GREAT HORNED OWL AND RED-TAILED HAWK 
Introduction 

Forty-two nests of the Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) and 78 nests of 
the Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaioensis) were surveyed during a three-year eco¬ 
logical study (1982-84). In 11 instances nests of the two species overlapped 
the hunting areas of the other. Home ranges, in which most hunting takes 
place, have been defined by various authors (Miller, 1930; Baumgartner, 1939; 
Hagar, 1967). For this study Hawks and Owls nesting within one-half mile 
of each other were compared. The proximity nesting of these two species 
seemed likely to increase the possibility of predation upon the young of the 
other, as has been previously suggested (Craighead and Craighead, 1956; Fitch, 
1940; Orians and Kuhlman, 1956; Seidensticker and Reynolds, 1971; Mclnvaille 
and Keith, 1974). 

Methods 

The study area for this project encompasses 76 square miles in northeastern 
Nemaha Co. in southeastern Nebraska. The land is mostly agricultural upland 
(70%) which includes riparian woodlands and small woodlots available for raptor 
nesting. The remaining habitat is deciduous forest on loess bluffs (14%) and 
the Missouri River floodplain (16%) (Shupe and Collins, 1983). 

This work compares only the number of individuals surviving to fledge 
and makes no attempt to determine the survival rates beyond fledging. Many 
of the individuals counted were capable of short flight and all were able to 
move about freely on the limbs surrounding the nests. The agility of these 
birds allowed them a certain degree of escape behavior. 

After an active Owl nest was found, the area one-half mile in radius 
was surveyed for other nesting sites. Later, Owl nests were checked for 
fledglings and known Red-tail nests were checked for occupancy. Red-tail 
chicks surviving to the fledgling stage were recorded later in the breeding 
season. 

After the young had fledged at each nest site, several measurments 
were taken. Those relating to this paper include nest height, lateral distance 
between nests (measured at breast height from tree to tree) and visibility 
of the Red-tail nest from the active Owl nest. 

Results 

The lateral distance between Owl nests and Hawk nests ranged from 
981' to 117' (Table 1). The Owls nested in old Red-tail nests (6 sites) and 

Table 1 Nest Site and Fledgling Data 


Yr-# 


Nest Height 


Nest 

-to-Nest 

Nest-to- 

-Nest 

Fledglings 

82-1 

40’7" 

Owls 

(12.4m) 

Hawks 

36'7" (11.2m) 

Lateral 

Distances 

675' (205,7m) 

Visibility 
Yes No 

X 

Owls Hawks 

2 0 

82-2 

21'10 

" ( 6.7m)* 

46'8" 

(14.2m) 

369' 

(112.5m) 


X 

1 

2 

82-3 

36’7" 

( 11 . 2 m) 

35'2" 

(10.7m) 

303' 

( 92.3m) 

X 


2 

2 

82-4 

53'2" 

(16.2m) 

47’2" 

(14.4m) 

852' 

(259.7m) 


X 

2 

2 

83-1 

14’2" 

( 4.3m)* 

56'8" 

(17.3m) 

117' 

( 35.7m) 

X 


1 

2 

83-2 

27’3" 

( 8.3m)* 

47'8" 

(14.5m) 

441' 

(134.4m) 

X 


3 

2 

83-3 

42'4" 

( 12 . 9 m) 

... 52'2" 

(15.9m) 

240' 

( 73.1m) 

X 


2 

0 

83-4 

42'6" 

(13.0m) 

39'7" 

( 12 .Im) 

981' 

(299.0m) 


X 

2 

2 

83-5 

41’6" 

( 12 . 6 m) 

56'2" 

(17.1m) 

939' 

(286.2m) 


X 

2 

2 

84-1 

18'6" 

( 5.6m)* 

48'4" 

(14.7m) 

144' 

( 43.9m) 

X 


2 

0 

84-2 

19'8" 

( 6 . 0 m)* 

47 . 7.1 

(14.5m) 

654' 

(199,3m) 

X 


2 

1 

Ave. 

32'6" 

( 9.9m) “ 

46'9" 

(14.2m) 

519. 

5' (158.3m) 



1.91 

1.36 

+ Snag 

or cavity, all 

others 

in old Red 

i-tail 

nests. 
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tree snags and cavities (5 sites). Owls nested closer to Hawks when using 
a cavity ( 345' average) that when using old Hawk nests (665’). 

Great Horned Owl productivity was fairly consistent throughout the range 
of distances to Hawk nests (Table 2). Red-tail productivity was directly related 
to lateral distance. As the distance between nests decreased the number of 
Red-tail chicks surviving to fledge was corrspondingly reduced. Between 0 
to 328', average productivity was reduced to 1.00 fledglings per nest. As 
the distance increased (329-981'), fledgling survival increased to 1.57 per nest. 

In 6 cases the nests and movements of the adults of both species were 
readily visible from the adjacent site. The average Owl productivity at these 
sites was 2.00 fledglings per nest (Table 3), which is similar to non-visible 
site production at 1.80. However, Red-tail productivity dropped considerably, 
from 1.60 in 5 non-visible nests to 1.17 in instances of nest-to-nest visibility. 


Table 2 Table 3 


Lateral 

Distance 

and Productivity 

Nest-to-Nest Visibility and Productivity 

Lateral 

Mstance 

Productivity 

Visible 

Productivity 

(100m intervals) 

(fledglin 

gs/nest) 


(fledglings/nest) 



Owls 

Hawks 


Owls Hawks 

0 -328' 

(N=4) 

1.75 

1.00 

yes (N=6) 

2,00 1.17 

329-656' 

(N=3) 

2.00 

1.67 

no (N=5) 

1.80 1.60 

657-984' 

(N=4) 

2.00 

1.50 



Average 

(N=n) 

1.91 

1.36 




In these 11 proximate interactive situations, the Owls averaged 1.91 fledglings 
per nest. In the 42 nests surveyed over the three-year period, the average 
productivity was 1.63. The Red-tails nesting within the one-half mile parameter 
produced 1.36 fledglings per nest as compared to an overall average of 1.83 
young in 78 nests. 

Conclusions 

In the numerous visits to the areas involved, no instances of predatory 
behavior were seen. However, at a previously active Hawk nest 675' from 
an Owl nest, an Owl was observed sitting on the edge of the Hawk nest. 
We found no Red-tail chicks and no evidence of predation, but we did gather 
prey items indicative of recent feeding. The area below the nest was spotted 
with feces, indicating use in the immediate past. This sighting allows speculation, 
but not conclusive statements. 

Certainly there was ample opportunity for the adults of either species 
to prey upon the young of the other. There were several instances in this 
study in which the adults were in direct visual contact with young of the 
other species. As an example, nest site 83-1 had a lateral distance of 117' 
between tree trunks. However, the actual linear distance from nest to nest 
(estimated by triangulation) was approximately 90'. The Owl fledgling was 
visible in its nest from the higher Hawk nest. It did remain unharmed, as 
did two Red-tail chicks from the neighboring nest. This was the closest these 
two species were observed nesting in the three-year study. The fledgling 
survival of both species in this situation is contrary to the average in the 
11 instances. This indicates that more work needs to be done if understanding 
the relationship of these birds is to be of any value in future management 
decisions. 

Due to rapidly decreasing habitat we should expect increased interaction 
between the species. The results of this study indicate that the higher than 
normal productivity of Owls nesting near Hawks appears to be a matter of 
chance and not indicative of any benefit derived by proximity nesting. However, 
the data indicate lower productivity from the Red-tails nesting near Great 
Horned Owls. 
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